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For The Sunday-School Times. 
‘¢-NO MORE SEA.’’ 
REV. 21: 1, 


Is it not beautiful, is it not grand, 
As it rolls in its blue infinity, 
And tosses its surges from land to land? 
Why should it be written, “There was no more 
sea?’’ 


’Tis so pleasant to watch the crested waves 
As they playfully chase each other on shore; 
And to hear the tones from its musical caves: 
Why, then, do we read, ‘‘ There was sea no more ?”’ 


Would it not add to the landscape of heav’n, 
If the sea poured its flood round thejasper wall? 
Its blue waves at rest, by storms never riven, 
Would mirror the glory that on it should fall. 


Ah, treacherous sea! the angel knew well, 
To many thou art a terror and gloom? 
The roar of thy wavesa dreary death-knell, 
Thy crystalline depths but a dark, dismal tomb. 


Thy beauty is cold, thy grandeur too grave; 
Thy billows the type of a wild unrest; 
And parting too oft the loving and brave, 
Would mar the sweet peace of the home of the 
blest. 


Thy place is on earth; thou endest with time: 
Then roll in thy might, dash on full and free! 
"Fis but for to-day ; in yon tranquil clime, 
The angel hath written, “Phere is no more sea.” 


No more buried hopes, no quenched household 
gleams, 
No parting, no sorrow, no mystery ; 
‘Mid flelds ever green flow clear crystal streams 
And fountains of water; but ‘“ There’s no more 
sea.”’ Era. 
Al the sea-side. 
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THE AVERAGE TEACHER, 


BY REV. A. H. HOLLOWAY, 


1 THE Average Teacher fails to compre- 
* hend the true aim of the Sunday- 
school. It is not beyond the truth to say 
that with many teachers the Sunday-school 
is nothing more than a well-dressed social 
assemblage of children for the purpose of 
spending a pleasant hour of the Lord’s 
day. The school idea overshadows the 
church idea; amusement takes the place 
of worship. While the theory that the 
Sunday-school is in opposition to the 
church, may have been exploded long ago, 
still the habits of thought and conduct of 
many teachers show that their ideas of 
what the Sunday-school is, its object and 
relation to the church and to the children, 
are extremely vague. Exploded theories 
are not always dead, but exert latently a 
vast power over our conduct. With the 
Average Teacher there is, if not in theory, 
yet practically, great confusion as to the 
nature of the Sunday-school. It is often 





put in opposition to the church. Some 
may exclaim, you do not mean to say that 
we who have been familiar with the Sun- 
day-school from ‘childhood, do not know 
what itis! Yes, what isit? Whatis the 
philosophy of it? Have you gone to the 
bottom of its deep meaning? 

2. The Average Teacher fails to compre- 
hend the child mind. There are ‘‘ mental 
facts for Sunday-school teachers.’’ The 
child mind is an object of study which re- 
quires patient industry and the keenest ob- 
servation. The teacher who would be 
thoroughly furnished for his work needs a 
whole mental philosophy. Is it not too 
true that the Average Teacher knows very 
little about child mind, often times pour- 
ing truth upon the class, regardless of men- 
tal laws and temperaments? Fitch says, 
‘““The way to the understanding and con- 
science of a child is not readily found. To 
find it is to solve a great problem, and to 
make use of this discovery so as to incul- 
eate Christian truth is to solve a greater 
still. But none can hope to do this who do 
not thoroughly comprehend first, the na- 
ture of the truth they wish to teach; sec- 
ondly, the nature of the being who is to re- 
ceive it; and thirdly, the means by which 
the one is to be communicated to the other. 
And to comprehend all this demands seri- 
ous study and thought.” 


8. The Average Sunday-School Teacher 
fails to make thorough preparation for the 
work of teaching. The circumstances of 
many teachers prevent preparation, while 
others who might prepare, owing to wrong 
latent theories of the Sunday-school, do not 
think it necessary to equip themselves for 
the work. It is Sunday-school, and any- 
thing will do for that. Study, thought, 
would mar the pleasure of the hour. The 
same author quoted above remarks, ‘‘ it is 
a great mistake to suppose that religious 
instruction can be given more easily than 
secular. The truth is just the reverse, 
More teaching power, more judgment, 
and riper knowledge are required in order 
to teach the Holy Scriptures well than to 
teach anything else. You could not hope 
to teach grammar or mathematics by 
merely liking the subject and feeling an 
interest in it.” 

How few Average Teachers feel the truth 
of this statement. The conclusion of the 
whole matter is, if we*would improve the 
Sunday-school we must improve the teach- 
ers. Pastorsand superintendents must,teach 
the teachers. The teachers’ meeting is the 
life, so far as means is concerned, of the 
Sunday-school, 
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A LOW VOICE. 


BY MRS. M. E, SANGSTER. 


NE of the best things a teacher can 
have is a low, clear voice. To win the 
attention, itis by no means necessary that 
one should speak loudly, yet some teachers 
forget this, and talk to their classes, in a 
room full of people, as if they had the entire 
room to themselves. If a sudden hush 
should fall upon the assembled school, the 
teacher would be surprised to hear the tone 
in which he was explaining the lesson. 

In sheer self-defence, other teachers in 
the vicinity of one loud speaking one are 
compelled to raise their voices; the scholars 
of course do the same, and the result is, 
Babel. Or, if the teachers and scholars 
around are resolute in preserving their own 
low tone, they are apt to find themselves, 
against their will, listening to the monopo- 
list. 

For him there may be excuses. He may 
have a deaf aunt at home, or he may be 
employed through the week in some place 
where there is machinery whirring and 
whizzing, or he may be so much in earnest 
that he does not know how heshouts. Let 
us be long suffering and not easily pro- 
voked with our Idud teacher, but let us look 
to ourselves. Do we uniformly cultivate a 
low, soft, clear tone of voice? When we 
speak to our classes, do we remember the 
power of the eye to command and hold 
attention? Have we always something so 
interesting to say that they are anxious to 
hear, and would listen even to a whisper? 
Do we remember that there are those all 
about us, whose message is quite as im- 
portant as ours, and who must be heard? 
There is a great difference in the quality of 
different voices; some are shrill, some soft, 
some deep and resonant. But all are capa- 
ble of modulation. All are musical to some 
heart! All are pleasant in their own way. 
Let them be used rightly, and never so as 
to drown those of others. 


<> ~~ 
><> 


ON! 


I WOULD not fora moment dissuade you 

from the utmost possible efforts which 
your zeal can suggest. Far beit from me 
to say, ‘‘Slacken yourselves in your sow- 
ing, or stop yourselves in your plowing.” 
No! go to the end of the field and back 
again, and have no rest till the day’s work 
is over. On, on, on, as the race-horse to 
the goal, as the arrow to the target. On, as 
the world speeds on evermore in its own 
predestinated orbit. On, for sy calls you 
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to work while it is called to-day. On, for 
souls are perishing. On, for he is worthy 
for whom’ you would do this, and Christ 
deserves yotr utmost labor at the utmost 
power of your whole spirit. Butoh! take 
care that these labors do not take the place 
of Christ; that you do not forget the Mas- 
ter in thinking about the dinner that you 
are going to put on the table forhim. Re- 
member that he is still to be chief in your 
thought—first in the morning, and last at 
night; and that after all, while it is good 
to serve, it must always be attended by 
sitting at the Saviour’s feet, orelse you will 
get, not a reward, but a rebuke.—Spurgeon. 
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“A PECULIAR PEOPLE.” 


HEN very young, it was my privi- 

lege to pass a few weeks in the com- 

pany of a devoted Christian lady. She 

loved the lambs of the flock, and delighted 

to gather a group of little ones around her, 

to tell them the story of the cross. Some 

of her sweet stories and beautiful illustra- 

tions of the truth remain written on my 
mind, untouched by the hand of time. 

I remember distinctly a conversation be- 
tween two ladies who were visiting in the 
same house with Mrs. B——. She had just 
left the room in which we were sitting, 
when one of them said, ‘‘ There is much to 
admire in the character of Mrs. B——. She 
is very amiable; but it is singular that a 
mind like hers should take such interest in 
little things; then she is so much taken 
up with the children. Do you not think 
that she is a little peculiar in her ways ?”’ 

‘* Yes,’? was the reply. ‘‘ It is the sweet 
peculiarity of the religion of Jesus. His 
followers are ‘ a peculiar people !’ ”’ 

‘“Well, she does seem different to other 
people, very different to a number of pro- 
fessors whom I know. She certainly 
makes religion attractive to young people. 
I never thought so much of the Christian 
life before, as I have since making her 
acquaintance.’? 

It so happened that my childish mind 
had been engaged with the question, 
‘*Why does Mrs. B—— care for us children, 
and make us all love her so much?’’ And 
to my own satisfaction it had been thus 
settled: ‘‘It is because she is so good, and 
because she loves Jesus.”’ 

It is not strange therefore that the re- 
marks in my hearing, although not intend- 
ed for me, produced a lasting impression. 
They have often recurred to my mind in 
connection with the fragrant memories of 
early days. 

Dear Mrs. B——! In a few years she 
was called from the Master’s work on 
earth to his blissful presence above. Eter- 
nity will reveal the fruits of her precious 
seed-sowing. 

The pen of unerring truth has thus por- 
trayed the character of God’s peculiar peo- 
ple. They are ‘‘chosen in Christ,’’ that 
they should be holy and without blame 
before him in love.’’ ‘'They are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy na- 
tion, a peculiar people, that they should 





show forth the praises of him who hath 
called them out of darkness into his mar- 
vellous light.’’ ‘'He gave himself for 
them that he might redeem them from all 
iniquity, and purify unto himself a pecu- 
liar people zealous of good works.’’ Such 
is the spirit and character of those happy 
souls who have fled for refuge, to lay hold 
upon the hope set before them in the gos- 
pel. To them the most affectionate exhor- 
tations are addressed. ‘‘ Be ye therefore 
followers of God, as dear children; and 
walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, 
and given himself for us, an offering and 
sacrifice to God, for a sweet-smelling 
savor.’’ ‘‘Let the peace of God rule in 
your hearts.’”? ‘‘Put on charity,’’ and 
‘‘the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit.” 
‘*Seek those things which are above.’’ 
‘* Let your speech be always with grace.’ 
‘* Rejoice evermore—pray withoutceasing.”’ 
‘“‘Fight the good fight of faith.”’ ‘' Be 
faithful unto death.’”’ 

These exhortations give a lively portrait 
of the true believer. How different from 
the worldling, the nominal Christian, the 
cold-hearted professor! Here, all is life 
and energy, spirit and power. Here, we 
see ‘‘the workmanship of God,’’—‘‘the 
new creation in Christ Jesus.’’ 

Reader, have you truly believed on Jesus? 
Is Jesus, that endearing name, often upon 
your tongue? Do you love to feed his 
lambs? Do you go forth to speak and act for 
him: knowing, that if a child of God, you 
are created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained, that you 
should walk in them? Life is hastening 
away. Live for eternity. Ever be found 
‘looking unto Jesus,’’ and living by faith 
in him, you will be enabled to overcome 
the world, and bring forth fruit to the glory 
of his grace. S. A. 
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WINNING HEARTS. 


HE teacher who wins the very strong 
holds of the child’s heart, is the one 
who sympathises with him in little things. 
If he has been ill and absent, the teacher 
makes a few kind inquiries respecting it, 
and congratulates him on his recovery. If 
he hasbeen away on a visit forseveral weeks 
or months, she does not fail to notice his re- 
turn in asomewhat especial manner. If 
heavy affliction has befallen a scholar du- 
ring the week, she does not forget it on the 
Sabbath, but a peculiar tenderness of man- 
ner and a few well timed words of love are 
like balm to the sad heart. 

One who, twenty years afterwards, speaks 
of her teacher as her ‘‘ childhood’s idol,’’ 
relates various little incidents of her 
thoughtful kindness, which was the cause 
of her being so greatly beloved. A com- 
panion once read off the title of alittle book, 
‘‘T shall soon be ten years old.”” ‘‘AndI 
shall soon be thirteey,’’ said the scholar. 

‘“ When dear?’’ asked the teacher. The 
date was given, and then not thought of 
again’ But when the time came around, 
there came aiso a pretty little book entitled 
‘‘The Birthday Gift,’’ and what was as 
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highly prized, a letter of counsel and affec- 
tion from that teacher. It was read with a 
child’s eager interest, and with that letter 
in her hand, the scholar offered the first 
earnest prayer of herlife, that she might be 
such a Christian child as her teacher de- 
sired. It was emphatically this teacher's 
loving counsel and interest which was 
God’s instrument in leading her to the Sa- 
viour. It was by attention to these little 
things that she kept her hold upon her 
class. Letters to them were frequent and 
full of choicest instruction. They cost her 
but a few moments’ time and labor, for she 
spoke to them out of the heart’s fullness, 
but they were more precious than rubies to 
the hearts that read them. They were 
often read and re-read until almost worn 
out and then preserved as sacred relics. 

No wonder that that teacher’s crown was 
set with gems. But such honor may every 
faithful teacher secure. Her great talent 
was that of winning hearts, and using the 
influence thus acquired to bring souls to 
Jesus. 





_> 


“STOP AT YOUR PERIL!” 


BY. C. H. STOCKING. 





N Yokohama bay, full many a fathom 
deep, lies the ill-fated Oneida and her 
lamented dead, brought there through the 
carelessness of those whose duty it was to 
be ever vigilant and at their post. 

A recent attempt was made through ex- 
perienced divers to ascertain the extent of 
the Oneida’s injuries, and, if it would be 
practicable, to raise her. 

Two brothers, provided with the proper 
appliances, were brought to the spot ina 
chartered vessel, and the preparations made 
for the exploration. Carefully the armor 
is adjusted. Taking leave of his brother, 
the diver begins the perilous descent. 
Slowly the slender coil of tubing through 
which the life-giving air is supplied un- 
winds, and disappears foot by foot beneath 
the waves. Eight stout sailors man the 
air-pump and force air into the coil. Still- 
ness reigns upon the deck. No sound is 
heard save the monotonous ‘‘ pump-pump- 
pump”’ of the sailors. Nothing is seen but 
the gradual crawling away of that myste- 
rious line of tubing. The interest of the 
bystanders fails, and they turn away to 
seek new cause of excitement. Presently 
the sailors, wearied with their exertions, 
cease their labors, and ask to be relieved. 
With a bound the diver’s brother, Charley 
Longee, is at their side, exclaiming, ‘‘ My 
God, you have murdered my brother! 
Pump, pump for your lives!’’ Instantly 
the work recommences. With blanched 
cheek and trembling hand Longee ap- 
proaches the side of the vessel, and asks 
with the signal line for news from below. 
In breathless expectation he awaits an an- 
swer. Soon the signal is felt, replying, 
‘* All right,’’ and the brother’s heart is re- 
lieved. Returning to the air-pump, he 
says, ‘‘ My brother’s life depends upon that 
pump being kept in constant motion. Stop 
again an instant at your peril!’’? The sai-: 
lors, looking into that cold, glittering ey®,° 
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noting the compressed lips, suppressed 
breathing, and air of intent watchfulness, 
know well their lives depend upon unre- 
laxed exertion, and steadily the pump is 
kept in motion till the exploration is ended 
and the diver returns on board. 

Fellow-teacher, the salvation of your 
elass depends upon your labors. Our Sa- 
viour, who has become brother to their 
souls, with watchful care stands over you 
who are appointed to do the work which 
shall be made effectual in their salvation, 
and he will demand their souls at your 
hands. Are you weary because you see no 
result of your labors? Stop at your peril! 
In future years the words, ‘‘ You have mur- 
dered my brother!’’ will haunt you. Itis 
not for you to stop and ask for relief, and 
sit lazily down to your own enjoyment. 
The Lord has placed you at the work, and 
in his own good time will send you rest. 
Stop at your peril! 

It is no idle matter to take a class. Once 
taken, it is perilous to abandon it. Return, 
wearied and discouraged one, and look for 
help and strength from him who watches 
even the sparrows as they fall. 

Think not that your neglect will be over- 
looked. Hear the Saviour’s groans in the 
garden! See him agonizing on the cross! 
Remember, it was for your class he suffered 
this; for your class, and dare you make 
light of your work? When wearied, re- 
member that a life, it may be, depends 
upon your work now. Does it rain this 
Sabbath? The scholar whose soul is 
anxious to find rest will not stop fora little 
rain. Is it warm and oppressive? No 
command has been issued you to teach 
when it is every way convenient only. Go 
to your work. Is your dress not quite as 
seasonable as you would like? Will that 
excuse you before the Judge whose broth- 
er’s life you have endangered? 


’ Fellow-teacher, the responsibility in- 
creases upon you! Come to it with more 
prayer and faith, and a more thorough 
preparation, that when life’s brief explo- 
rations are ended here, each soul entrusted 
to you may appear among the redeemed 
and glorified ones above.—Sunday-School 
Journal. 
—j.7J+ >> eo 


JESUS. 


‘¢-XTO one can read any of the lives of 

Jesus without seeing that from the 
begining he had his eye on a future; that 
noword is spoken for the present alone; that 
he saw before him in some way wholly 
marvellous. His step, in all the records, in 
every part of them, is that of one going 
straight forward, never turning aside, 
never mending, repairing, or taking up 
what has been done; pure from the least 
touch of that repentance which to us is 
God’s best gift; nevermaking a bye-blow 
or mistake; never tacking from side to 
side, as allother men have done who have 
risen to great altitudes; never progressing 
into new ideas, but at the very most only 
developing those we find in him from the 
first; never taken by surprise, but always 
tefewe and above all that happens to him; 





Lord of every situation through the most 
tragic of all lives; never even standing 
still, but always accomplishing an under- 
stood destiny, and finishing a deeply appre- 
hended work.’”’ ‘‘ One Christ in four gos- 
pels.”"—Sunday Magazine. 
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THE KEY. 


66 [ CAN make nothing of Harriet Storrs,” 

said her teacher, Mr. Benton, sadly. 
‘*She seems to be moved by nothing. So 
cold a nature I never saw!’’ 

‘*Perhaps you have not the key,” said 
his friend. 

Mr. Benton pondered the matter. Ina 
Bible-class of twenty, Harriet Storrs was 
the only young lady who held herself apart, 
and did not seem to care for her teacher’s 
acquaintance or friendship. Impassive, 
self-absorbed, she sat in her place week 
after week, answering or reading when her 
turn came, but taking no other interest. 

A few days afterwards Mr. Benton, sit- 
ting under a tree in one of the city parks, 
saw a familiar figure approaching. It was 
Harriet. She was half guiding, half sup- 
porting acrippled sister. Her natureseem- 
ed transformed. The pale face glowed, the 
eyes were tender, the voice was animated. 

Mr. Benton knew that she was an orphan, 
and had heard that she had a sister, whom 
she helped to support. He had found the 
key at last. Going cordially to the sisters, 
he helped Harriet brighten a half-hour for 
Agnes. Next day he sent her some books, 
and a flower to bloom in her window. 

It was not long before Harriet’s nature 
opened to the touch of kindness to Agnes. 
The teacher devised a way by which Agnes, 
too, could join the Bible-class, and in time 
both sisters were rejoicing in the love of 
God. M. 
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WORK BY THE WAY. 


A STRANGER came to town to sojourn 
several weeks. A lover of the Sun- 
day-school, she tarried after morning ser- 
vice, entering the young ladies’ Bible class. 
She was the senior of most of the members 
of the class, but her heart was young, and 
as a teacher she had for many years asso- 
ciated with children and young people. Un- 
obtrusively, but clearly, she gave answers, 
modest opinions, pertinent suggestions and 
apt quotations. The lesson gained in in- 
terest as the winged moments flew by. 
Much interest was excited tooin the stran- 
ger, whose courteous bearing and quick in- 
telligence quite won the class. She was 
soon sought socially, and she was constant 
in her class attendance during her stay in 
town. 

The next year she came again and was 
greeted as an old acquaintance. There was 
at this time great interest felt in the church, 
and the Holy Spirit was speaking to many 
hearts. With gentle, earnest address, never 
felt to be intrusive but gratefully acknow- 
ledged, this lady dropped the friendly, time- 
ly word, and by the magnetism of love drew 





one after another to speak of holy things. 
A little meeting was quietly established 
in her room at the house where she was 
a guest, and the influence of the hours 
there spent will perhaps be fully known 
only in eternity. For years she made her 
annual visit. It is discontinued now, but 
the memory of her coming is fresh and 
green. Many a one inquires for her where 
there is hope of gaining intelligence. None 
we think forget her. 

Would not many have considered 
themselves excused from all effort un- 
der the circumstances of these annual 
visits made really for rest and recrea- 
tion? Is there not many a true Chris- 
tian who would have been so mindful of 
self that the questions, ‘‘ What will be 
thought of me? Shall I not be judged to 
be intruding?’’ would have been effectual 
in preventing these quiet words, these sim- 
ple efforts by the way? Perhaps their very 
success was, under divine influence, due to 
the unconscious manner in which they 
were said and made. Combined with quick 
intelligence and dignity of manner there 
was the unstudied simplicity of a child 
which quite disarmed false pride and melt- 
ed habitual reserve. 

If we realize that the interests of eternity 
exceed the formalities of time as the ocean ex- 
ceedsthe rain-drops, this simplicity and un- 
consciousness will not be difficult to attain. 
We know that they were attained by our 
friend through communion with God. Thus 
sought it will not be denied any,and the tea- 
cher or worker in any department who per- 
sistently asks for the blessing in secret will 
be rewarded openly; will be strengthened 
and used by the wayside as was she; will 
reflect the heavenly light and dispense the 
heavenly sweetness of loving trust, and 
witness for the Master oftentimes uncon- 
sciously, but in very truth. 

Not teaching only, we think, is the true 
work of the Sunday-school, but holding 
one’s-self in readiness to be used at all 
times, in all places, witnessing by the 
wayside and winning souls when and 
where the dear Lord may permit. This is 
the spirit of the Sunday-school work. This 
is the universal privilege of the Sunday- 
school worker. 





. eo 

EVERYBODY BUT BoB.—Are there not 
older children than pray after the manner 
of this little boy ? 

A very little boy, after giving everybody 
a good-night kiss, kneeled at his mother’s 
side to say his evening prayer. He repeat- 
ed: ‘‘ Now I lay me down to sleep,’’ &., 
and continued: ‘‘God bless papa and 
mamma, and make them good Christians; 
God bless little Jimmie, and make hima 


good boy.’’ His mamma’ added: ‘‘ God 
bless everybody.”’ 
At this last sentence he was silent. His 


mother repeated it a second, and a third 
time; when he raised his head, opened his 
beautiful eyes, and said: ‘‘ Everybody but 
Bob, mamma. Bob drownded my cat to- 


day.’”’ ru 
TracH nothing but the truth of God, be- 
cause nothing but that will save souls. 





? 
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| Publishers’ Dotices. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Temperance Publications.—Many of the 
most prominent and earnest Sunday-school 
workers, believing that temperance is akin to 
godliness, are actively engaged in promoting 
the much needed reform. To further their 
efforts we have determined to keep a full sup- 
ply of the publications of the National Tempe- 
rance Society, so as to furnish not only Sab- 
bath-schools, but Temperance societies and 
individuals, with all the books, tracts and pa- 
pers on the subject. For several years we 
have received subscriptions for the ‘* Youth's 
Temperance Banner,” and are always glad to 
learn of its adoption as one of the papers for 
distribution in the Sunday-school. A cata- 
logue of these publications and sample copy 
of the “National Temperance Advocate,’ and 
“Youth's Temperanee Banner,” will be sent 
to any address on receipt of 2 postage stamps. 

New Music Book.—The season is approach- 
ing when many of our schools make selection 
of a music book for the fall and winter 
months. We have more than thirty different 
collections from various publishers, For 
the convenience of our friends residing distant 
from us, we will send samples ofas many differ- 
ent books as may be desired for examination, 
agreeing to take back all that are not needed 
when the school has made choice of the one 
best suited to its wants. We name a few of 
the latest: ‘Tho Prize,” “Songs of Gladness,”’ 
‘““Complete Casket,’ ‘‘ Bright Jewels,” and 
“* Songs of Salvation.”’ 


Importance of Teaching the Young. 
An Address to Plymouth Church Sunday-School. 


BY REV. HENRY WARD BEECHER. 


VERY cheerfully omit the ordinary ser- 

vices of the after part of the day in favor of 
this meeting; and I would do likewise more 
frequently if it were desirable, provided it was 
not made my duty tospeak. I am not accus- 
tomed to covet other men’s gifts, nor to ex- 
press discontent with the allotment of God’s 
providence to me; but I sometimes wish that 
I might have had the gift of speaking to chil- 
dren: if for nothing else, that I might encour- 
age their hands who, in God’s providence, are 
ealled to that most important part of the work 
of the Church and society, the instructing of 
the young. For I deem the labor that is be- 
stowed upon the children of the Church asthe 
most economical, direct, and satisfactory labor 
that is performed in Christ’s vineyard. Nor 
would I undervalue the gift and power of 
preaching; but, after all, the ‘‘ foolishness of 
preaching,’’ as the apostle called it, cannot do 
for the community what the wisdom of teach- 
ing in youth can do, 

I have come from the country, to which 
some of you, perbaps, are going. I would that 
all of you were going there. And I may illus- 
trate my meaning from some of the scenes 
that I see. Upon the top of the hill where I 
spend my summer hours, I have a littie or- 
chard of peartrees. A good friend of mine, 
Dr. Grant, who occupies a pew here when he 
goes to church anywhere, desiring to make 
my trees very valuable to me, took up from 
his own ground some very fine trees, called 
pyramidal trees, from the mode in which they 
were trained, already in bearing, and of the 





) choicest kinds of fruit. I had holes dug with 


the greatest care for them. I spared no ex- 
pense in preparing the soil in these holes, I 
sent fora man a great way off, whom I sup- 
posed to be more skilled than I, to set them 
out. The trees received the best attention 
that could be bestowed upon them. Only 
yesterday I was looking at those trees. About 
one-half of them I have already pulled up and 
thrown away. They were good for nothing. 
In respect to about one-fourth more it is doubt- 
ful whether they willlive. I suspect that the 
next winter will dothe business for them. If 
I save one-half I shall count myself most for- 
tunate. Why? Because when they were 
transplanted théir roots were too big to take 
out of the ground. They had run far off 
through the soil, and they could not be found; 
and if they could have been found they could 
not have been gathered; and if you cut the 
root of a tree it is difficult, if not impossible, 
for it to grow. Only about one-half of these 
treés, though they were taken care of in the 
best manner, could bear transplantation. You 
can take up young trees and make them grow, 
but it is difficult to take up old trees and make 
them grow. 

When I come before a congregation, to 
preach to them, I think, often and often, of 
my own place, and say to myself, ‘‘ One-half? 
I would be thankful if I had reason tosuppose 
that one-tenth or one-twentieth part could be 
transplanted from the ways of sin, and made 
to grow in the garden of the Lord, and made to 
bear fruit there.”” But itis hard to change old 
habits. It is hard to take wide-spreading 
roots of wickedness and put them in a better 
soil. They are aptto die in the operation. And 
if they live, they will be like many of 
my pear trees, that had to be cut at the top 
and on the sides, and made to be sticks—un- 
sightly things, rather than fair, beautiful, sys- 
tematical forms of trees. 7 


On the other hand, every gardener will tell 
you thatif you wish to put out anorchard and 
have it do well, you must take young trees. 
Every book and catalogue on this subject says 
that you can make a tree run fan-form overa 
trellis, or assumea pyramidal shape, if youonly 
begin to train it when it is young enough, and 
cut it back to the proper buds, as the case may 
require. You can make of a tree what you 
like, if you begin early enough. 

Now this is a great deal truer of children 
than of trees. You cannot train old children. 
You cannot cutthem back. I sometimes think 
that if you could cut this or that man’s head 
off, and not kill him, you would relieve him 
of a world of trouble. But you cannot apply 
this cutting-back process to men. It is 
only with plants and with children that it 
will succeed. And if you are to train children 
successfully to right habits, you must begin 
with them very early. 

Therefore, I think that those in the church 
and society and congregation who are bestow- 
ing labor on the children are doing the most 
effectual and satisfactory work. If you are 
like me, were you to ask yourself what are the 
most abiding impressions you have, you would 
trace to your childhood, and perhaps to some 
unconscious speech and instruction that you 
supposed was not very important, the begin- 
nings of impressions that have gone with you 
through your whole life. 

My memory was never good for hymns nor 
for verses, so that I could never commit to 
memory much Scripture. It was a misfor- 
tune; but though Isorght to repair the wastes 





of memory, I have never been able to do it; 
for I cannot say that I have committed the 
Bible or the New Testament to heart. The 
Catechism—that Catechism that used to be the 
bugbear of my childhood—invariably went in 
at one ear and came out at the other. I could 
not understand it; the big words stumbled 
me; Ihad very little verbal memory; and 
how many a weary hour I have had trying to 
learn the Catechism! And the worst of it was 
that I never got that, nor the supper that I 
was to have on condition that I should learn 
the Catechism first. 

But I made a little better work in attempt- 
ing to commit verses to memory, generally. 
If there was a story in what I was set to learn, 
I could remember it long enough to repeat it, 
But my memory was for retaining the things 
that I learned, what one’s hands are for hold- 
ing water. When you catch water in your 
hands to drink, you have to drink quick, or it 
is all gone. And I could scoop up enough of 
the Bible to say my lesson quite decently in 
the class-room, when if the recitation had 
been postponed till the next day it would all 
have leaked out. SoI did learn a great many 
stories, a great many parables; but when I 
came to repeat them you would scarcely sus- 
pect that they were Scripture, for I repeated 
them in my own language, instead of following 
the language of the Bible. 

But, children, Iremember those stories and 
those parables; and that part of Scripture 
which I learned whenI was about your age I 
suppose will linger in my mind when every 
other part has faded out of it. Iam thankful 
for the little of the Bible that I did lay up. It 
has been a comfort and a blessing to me, not 
only, but it has been a blessing to you, I trust, 
through me. 

Parents, you need not be discouraged be- 
cause your instructions to your children seem 
to be availing little. You expect too much, 
and expect it too soon. Children are not much 
better than their parents were, I take it; and 
how long did your parents have to bear with 
you? Do you say, “Iam almost discouraged 
with my children: it seems asthough I never 
should make anything out of them?” You 
probably will succeed with them as well as 
your parents did with you! We forget how 
long it took to bring us up; we forget how 
impatient and heedless we were in class, and 
how we nestled about on our seat, or got to 
sleep if we kept still at all; we"forget how un- 
easy we were under Sunday ’reading, and 
what is called heavy reading’; and we think 
that our children must go faster and further 
and better than ourselves went. And so we 
are out of patience with them, 


But, my friends, the things that you say on 
purpose and just as much the things that you 
say without knowing that your children hear 
them, sink into their mind and take hold of 
their memory, and, little by little, work 
through their lives. 

T recollect an incident which illustrates the 
fact that the things which persons think of in 
their last hours or during their last sickness 
are apt to be the things that_they were earliest 
in the habit of thinking of. A/Welsh sailor, a 
wicked man, who had gone all over the world, 
was taken sick witha fever, and when hecame 
near to his dying hour, he’spoke his mother 
tongue, which he had forgotten, and which he 
had not spoken nor heard spoken for twenty 
years. While in a delirium, when his last 
moments were approaching, he was heard by 
his attendants to speak in an unknown lan- 
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Suage. They called some of his mates to his 
bed-side, who said that he was talking Welsh, 
and that he was saying the Lord’s Prayer and 
the Ten Commandments, and praying. And 
so the sounds that were earliest on his lips 
eame back to him, and were the latest to be 
repeated by him. 

I think this circumstance illustrates a prin- 
ciple of the utmost importance—namely, that 
late in life the things that seem to be covered 
up and almost forgotten retain their vitality, 
and come back to us in the hour of trial, when 
they are the most needed. If we teach our 
ehildren in the household, by our example 
and by our instruction, and they seem to de- 
part from the ways of holiness, overlaying 
the wisdom of the Bible with worldly wisdom, 
it may be that far down in the hearts is a cay- 
ern that will at last work; it may be that 
truth abides with them and will have resurrec- 
tion, and exert a saving power in the closing 
hours of their earthly existence, when nothing 
else can. Do not be discouraged, then, in re- 
gard to teaching your children at home, or 
here. 

And, by the way, I understand that the 
Sunday-school is not to take the place of the 
family. I understand that itis not to strengthen 
the family. All that you do for children in 
the Sunday-sckool makes an impression upon 
the minds of the congregation, upon the 
minds of their children, and upon the 
minds of their parents, and, I trust, makes 
them more assiduous, more faithful, and more 
earnest at home. Nothing can be more condu- 
cive to instruetion in the household than care 
for the children by the whole church, in the 
ehurch. 

In this society, I am very glad to take no- 
tice, the interest in the Sabbath-school has in- 
ereased every year. I see one or two friends 
here that were present at the formation of this 
ehurch. Almost allof their number are gone. 
They will remember that when this Sabbath- 
achool was first formed, there was on the sec- 
ond story of the lecture-room building (which 
then stood where the church now stands, the 
ehurch standing where the lecture- room build- 
ing now stands) was a little Sabbath-school, 
and the first Sabbath-school of Plymouth 
ehurch, the only relie of which consists of 
those circular benches that you have up-stairs, 
I suppose that the statistics would show, with- 
out much variation, an increase of members, 
not only, but an increase in the spirit and 
earnestness of those who have had the care of 
the children. That fact isasignof health, a 
sign of well-being, in this church. And if I 
might call myself Moses (which I do not), I 
should call those who are by prayer and in- 
struction laboring for the children ofthe church 
Aarons and Hurs (which I do), who held up 
the hands of Moses in the battle that was be- 
ing fought, so that, while his hands were lifted 
up, Israel prevailed and the enemy could not. 

I see by a paper just handed me that when 
the Sabbath-school first came together there 
were forty-seven scholars and eighteen teach- 
ers. Now your membersare nearly five hun- 
dred, with teachers in proportion. Many that 
then came as scholars, I suspect are eoming 
now as teachers. Many that were then scho- 
lars are too old, it is supposed, to be any longer 
scholars. And many that were then scholars 
here are now scholars with Christ in heaven. 

I hope the Sabbath-school will long continue 
to beas successful as heretofore, and that Chris- 
tian households will be given up more and 
more earnestly to the instruction of the chil- 





dren, both in the letter of sacred writ, in the 
truths of Christ's religion, and in the practice 
of those truths. And inthis church, although 
I am not leader of the Sabbath-school, it is not 
because I do not esteem its importance and 
sympathize with its objects, but because in 
the division of labor I have taken the great 
congregation—the adults—as the flock to which 
I am directly to minister, and have left the 
immediate care of the children to the conduc- 
tors of the Sabbath-school. And I do those 
who are earnestly laboring for the young the 
obeisance to say that they are performing, not 
only the most interesting, but the most im- 
portant work that is done in this church. 
Without any affectation of humility, I say that 
whatever impression I may produce upon the 
children, I think the most important part of 
the laborers in this church and society are 
those who are rearing the children in holi- 
ness. I regard them as my superiors in 
Christ’s kingdom. 

And teachers, I pray that God may reward 
you as you go along. May he give you all the 
children that you are instructing. The ties of 
blood do not connect you to them, but the ties 
of grace do. And let me say one word in re- 
spect to your fidelity to them. 


Twenty-seven yearsagoI knewa lady upon 
whom came the labors of a very large farm. 
There was a family on that farm of, perhaps, 
on an average, about ten persons. She did the 
whole work of the house. She had no “help,” 
as itis called. She performed all the labor of 
cooking, and, what is a great deal more trou- 
blesome, cleaning up afterwards. She made 
the butter and the cheese. She had the care of 
the whole farm, and of the household affairs. 
And there was not an hour that she could call 
her own, till Saturday night, when, by diligence 
through the week, she used to procure from 
about nine o’clock till twelve, which she em- 
ployed in sitting in the kitchen and study- 
ing out the lesson for the Sabbath-school. She 
had a class of some twelve young ladies, from 
fifteen to twenty-one years of age. The church 
was about four miles from ber residence, and 
thither she repaired every Sunday morning 
early toinstruct her class. Every single mem- 
ber of this class was converted. It was her 
custom every Saturday night to take some one 
person of the class, and make that one a sub- 
ject of prayer as she studied the lesson. And 
you may be sure that lessons studied on the 
knees, and with prayer for the conversion of 
the subjects of those lessons, could not be with- 
out a Divine blessing. I was in the village 
where this church was located near a time of 
revival while the class in question was under- 
going instruction, and I recollect that it was 
told me at the time that on one Sabbath morn- 
ing this lady, having been the means of the 
conversion of one of her scholars, let her know 
that she had been praying for her, and asked 
her to join in praying forathird. The third 
was prayed for, and she was converted. She 
joined the others in praying for a fourth. And 
in that way all of the class were gathered in. 
I was there on the Sabbath morning when the 
last came rejoicing into the fold of Christ, when 
this good woman, her face glowing with Chris- 
tian joy, says, ‘Whom shall we pray for next?” 
and a young person got up and came forward, 
abandoned to her feelings, and unconscious of 
the public assembly that she was in, saying, 
“Oh, pray for me!’ And the work spread 
through the whole church, from one class to 
another, till some three hundred conversions 
were made. And this woman, that did the 

s 





work of four, found time for the labor required 
for the conversion of her whole class. 

I have a right to speak of this, The sainted 
woman referred to yet lives. She is my 
mother-in-law, the mother of my wife. I have 
often talked with her about this incident, and 
I know it to be unvarnished, and not in any 
way magnified. Her success was owing, not 
to any pre-eminent natural gifts, but to simple 
fidelity and consecration and faith. She la- 
bored faithfully and earnestly, and her labor 
was accepted and blessed of God. And there 
is no reason why the labor of every teacher 
here should not be accepted and blessed of 
God. Love to Christ, love to the souls of his 
children, fidelity, and faith, will secure to you 
the same reward that she received. : 

My dear children, if I could doit, I would 
clap my hands as if you were so many birds, 
and say, ‘‘ Fly away, now, into the country: 
go to the trees, the brooks and the fields.” 
God wrote the Bible in the country before he 
did in the Book, and if you know from the 
printed Bible how to read the other one, there 
isa great deal of instruction from the hand of 
God inthe country: I give you joy that are to 
have a vacation in the country. And as to 
you that are to remain in the city, God will be 
with you here. Your lifeand duties will flow 
on in this place. A few weeks will pass very 
quickly, and then you will come together 
again, I trust, in love and good spirits; and 
whether you are glad to see each other or not, 
you may be sure that your teachers will be 
glad tosee you. And I certainly shall; for I 
think that no man ever loved to see children 
(when he knew that he had not got to speak 
to them) better than I do. I love to see you in 
the street andin the church. There is noth- 
ing that makes me feel nearer to God than the 
presence of children. I remember that my 
Master called little children to him, and laid 
his hands on them, and looked at them—and 
O! what a look it must have been that he cast 
on them !—and blessed them; and you bring 
me very near to Christ. I think of him when 
I meet you; and if I pray for anything, itis 
that God would keep you from evil, and that 
you may grow up to honor and manliness. 
May God bless you! my dear children.—F'rom 
The Christian Union, phonographicallyreported 
by T. J. Ellinwood. . 


—~+ <> > 
MY LITTLE ONE. 


God bless my little one. How fair 
The mellow lamp-light gilds his hair, 
Loose on the cradle-pillow there: 

God bless my little one! 





God guard my little one! Tome 

Life, widowed of his life, would be 

As sea-sands widowed of the sea. 
God guard my little one! 


God love my little one! Asclear, 
Cool sunshine holds the first green spear 
On April meadows, hold him dear, 

God love my little one! 


When these fond lips are mute, and when 
I slumber, not to wake again, 
God bless, God guard, God love him then, 
My little one! Amen, 
—EHdgar Fawcet. 


———_————- <> >—______—_- 

Ir is the dust and the rust which the 
liquid mereury has contracted that impair 
the beauty of its lustre and prevent the 
union of its divided globules. And what is 
it but earthly contaminations and unwor- 
thy passions that keep true Christians 
apart ?— Guthrie. 
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LESSON No. 38. 








(Fo:; Sunday, September 18, 1870.) 
TEXT.—LUKE 13: 1-9. 


SUBJECT: Calamity no Proof of Special 
Sin; mor Prosperity of Special Virtue. 


MOTTO: “ Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish,”’ 


CONNECTION. 


HIS Lesson follows the last one as an appendix 
to the severe denunciation with which our Sa- 
viour had visited His enemies. From this time 
forward they gave up all hope and endeavor to 
conciliate the rising Prophet, and set themselves 
persistently to entrap Him into some unwary act 
or utterance by which they might destroy His 
power with the people. (Luke 11: 53, 54.) 


EXPOSITION. 
I. 


It was apparently in the immediate endeavor to 
accomplish this malicious purpose that the news 
(See Notes and Illustrations, No. 1,) of the slaugh- 
ter was brought Him at that season, i. ¢., just 
then. 


Some that told Him:—The reproof they re- 
ceived shows that their motive was bad. 


The Galileeans.—The Jews were habitually 
insubordinate and rebellious, and the Galileean 
Jews most of all, It was not unusual for them to 
raise a riot in Jerusalem at the great festivals, by 
open resistance to the real or fancied injustice of 
the Roman Governor, not being able to foresee 
that thus they only made the yoke the harder for 
themselves and their fellows. 

Whose blood Pilate.—Pilate was a representa- 
tive Roman, and would not hesitate an instant 
from any regard to the temple, to cut down a band 
of rioters even in the holy place. There seems to 
have been, however, no indignation against him. 
The tone of the narrative implies rather that in 
the popular estimation, even of the Jews, he was 
right, and it is assumed that the punishment exe- 
cuted was even less than was deserved. Perhaps the 
rioters had been defiling the temple, as well as vio- 
lating Roman law. This is the only record we 
have of the event. 


Had mingled with their sacrifices.—‘To 
the Israelitish mind there was something pecu- 
liarly horrible in this. The sacrificer,who, just when 
he himself was presenting his atoning sacrifice, 
was suddenly cut off by the shedding of his own 
blood and life, might easily bé regarded as a crimi- 
nal peculiarly marked out by God. 


Verse 2.—Suppose ye.—Perhaps these people 
had in mind what Jesus had just said (Luke 12: 46- 
48), and drew their conclusion thence. Jesus cor- 
rects their error of supposing that special calamity 
is proof of special sin, and 

Verse 3 warns His hearers that unless they re- 
pent of their sins (which in God’s sight are quite 
as great), they, too, shall perish by the hand of the 
Roman soldiery. 


xi, 


Verse 4.—In order to make His meaning more 
specifically clear, and to include in His prophesy 
the inhabitants of Judea as well as of Galilee, our 





*Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
1870, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
nfthe District Court of the United States for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania. 





Lord connects with this incident another of simi- 
lar character. He adverts to a recent and familiar 
occurrence when a tower which stood in the city of 
Jerusalem, in the district which took its name 
from the fountain of Siloam, fell upon and crushed 
to death eighteen men, The other was a case of 
sin, this was acase of misery. Sudden death oc- 
curred in both cases; in the one by the hand of 
man, in the other by the direct hand of God. Yet 
God as really directed the one as the other. In 
this respect the cases are similar. But in neither 
case is there reason to believe that the slain were 
specially guilty beyond their fellows. Jesus, in- 
deed, asserts that they were not; that the other 
inhabitants of Jerusalem were as guilty as they; 
and that 


V. 5. similar judgment would come upon them 
also, unless they repented. How fearfully this was 
fulfilled at the subsequent destruction of the Jew- 
ish Religion and State by the Romans is too well 
known. 

The error of these Jews, like that of Job's friends, 
grew out of a latent but common feeling, as if there 
were no future state,and God settled upall ac- 
counts with men, rewarding the good and punish- 
ing the bad, in exact proportion to their deeds in 
this life. This isa mistake which the pious Asaph 
tells us (Ps. 73: 16, 17) he had made also; a mistake 
which, on the one side or the other, we are all of 
us prone, consciously or unconsciously to make, * 


[We must be careful in our explaining this teach- 
ing of our Lord, not to run into the opposite ex- 
treme, which would be an equally grievous error, 
Our Lord does not deny that calamity (and all mi- 
sery)is a consequence of sin; but He does deny that 
the special calamities which befall individuals are 
always consequences of their individual sins (2). 
The sins of these few Galileeans and Jerusalemites 
did not differ essentially from those of their fel- 
lows. } 


Job’s sins were even less than those of his fel- 
lows; yet his calamities were greater. The design 
of these was that he might ultimately be all the 
more blessed, and God the more glorified in him. 
But our Lord directs us in all such cases to think 
rather of ourselves than of others (Matt. 7:1). The 
condition and state of others isof much less im- 
portance to us than our own state in the sight of 
God (3). 


III. 


V. 6.—Also.—The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 
is added that His hearers might understand that 
these calamities were but threats or warnings of 
what would come upon them all, unless they 
should avert the coming evil by repentance and 
reformation (4). 


Fruit.—There is a wonderful significance in 
the simple image running through the whole of 
Scripture, according to which men are compared 
to trees, and their work to fruit—the fruit being 
the organic product, an evidence of the inner life, 
not something arbitrarily attached or fastened on 
from without.” (5). 


Vv. 7.—Find none.—A fruit tree exists for the 
purpose of bearing fruit. Man exists for the purpose 
of glorifying God. If the one or the other creature 
fail of the object for which it was created, why 
should it continue to exist? 


Why cumbereth it ALSO the ground ?— 
Soin the Greek. Itis not only barren, but, also, it 
is in the way, and hinders the growth of other, bet- 
ter trees. So the Jews at this time, by their rela- 
tion to God and the way in which they behaved, 
brought dishonor upon Him (Rom, 2: 24; Matt. 23: 
18, 15). So every sinner not only does not himself 
glorify God, but also is a hindrance to others, 


V. 8.—Lord, let it alone.—So Christ and His 
Church plead for the world which lieth in wicked- 
ness, as well as for the “barren and unfruitful” 
members of the Church. 


I shall dig about it,&c. So orange orchards 
in Italy, as well as apple orchards in America, are 
sometimes renewed, by digging holes about the 
roots and thrusting in manure. The Lord is long- 
suffering and kind, and uses all conceivable means 
of grace to make His people fruitful in good 
works (6). 

If it bear fruit, well.—There is nothing to 


*° 





hinder, but the essential and thus-shown-te-be tn- 
curable worthlessness of the tree (7). 


V. 9.—If not, cut it down.—The doom is in- 
evitable when the barrenness is shown to be inenu- 
rable. 


IV. 


Burkeit (condensed :)\—1. God plants poor sinners 
in His Church that by the cultivating care of His 
ministers and the fructifying influences of His 
Spirit, they may be fruitful in good works. 

2.God keeps an exact reckoning what means 
and advantages every place and people have en- 
joyed; all must be accounted for. 

8. God expects suitable and proportionable fruit 
from a people according to the time, and answer- 
able to the culture and pains taken with them, 


4. He expects it with patience and forbearance, 


Henry :—1. Though God bear long, He will not 
always bear; His patience will have an end, and, 
if it be abused, will give way to that wrath which 
will have no end. 

2. The longer God has waited, and the more cost 
He has been at, the greater will be the destruction. 
To be cut down after that, after all these expecta- 
tions, these debates, this concern, will be sad in- 
deed, and will aggravate the condemnation, 


3. Cutting down, though it is work that shall be 
done, is work that God doth not take pleasure in. 


4, Those that now intercede for barren trees, and 
take pains with them, if they persist in their un- 
fruitfulness, will be even content to see them cut 
down, and will not have one word more to say for 
them, (Rev. 15:3, 4.) 


NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 


1.—The eagerness of men to be the first narrators 
of evil tidings, an eagerness which can only spring 
from a certain secret pleasure in them, though 
that be most often unacknowledged, even to 
themselves, was perhaps what moved some of 
those present to tell the Lordof a new outrage 
which Pilate had committed.—Trench. 


2—He does not deny that they were sinners, 
justly obnoxious to this or any other severest visi- 
tation from God, but He does deny that their cala- 
mity marked them out as sinners above all other 
of their fellow-countrymen. Instead of exalting 
ourselves above and against the sufferers, as 
though we were more righteous than they, and on 
this aceount exempt from the like tribulation, we 
are on the contrary to recognize that whatever be- 
falls another, might justly have befallen ourselves. 
—Trench. 


38.—When we have learned to see in ourselves the 
bitter root of sin, we shall learn to acknowledge 
that whatever deadly fruit it bears in another, it 
might have borne the same or werse, under like 
circumstances, in ourselves.— Trench. 


4.—The merciful Son of Man again brings the 
side of grace prominently forward. He appears as 
the Intercessor for men before the righteousness of 
the heavenly Father, as He who obtains for them 
space for repentance. Thisideaof the deferring 
of the judgment of God, soas to leave men opportu- 
nity to turn, runs through all the Holy Scripture ; 
before the deluge, a period of a hundred and 
twenty years was fixed (Gen. 6: 3); Abraham pray- 
ed for Sodom (Gen. 18: 24); the destruction of Je- 
rusalem did not follow till forty years after the as- 
cension of the Lord; and the coming again of 
Christ is put off through the patience of God (2d 
Peter 3: 9).—Olshausen, 


5.—There are three kinds of works spoken of in 
the New Testament, which may all be illustrated 
from this image; first, good works, when the tree, 
being made good, bears fruit of the same charac- 
ter; then, dead works, such as have a fair outward 
appearance, but are not the living outgrowth of 
the renewed man-fruit, as it were attached and 
fastened on from without, alms given that they 
may be gloried in, prayers made that they may be 
seen, works such as were most of those of the Pha- 
risees; and lastly, wicked works, where the corrupt 
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tree bears fruit manifestly of its own kind.— 
Trench. 


6.—Though they were not made better by the 
law and the prophets, nor yielded fruit of repent- 
ance, yet will I water them by my doctrines and 
passion; it may be, they will then yield fruits of 
ebedience.— Theophylact. 


7.—There is an Eastern story very like this para- 
ble: “Thou must take a hatchet, and go to the 
tree with a friend, unto whom thou sayest, ‘I will 
cut down this tree, for it isunfruitful.’ He answers, 
*Do not so, this year it will certainly bear fruit.’ 
But the other says, ‘It must needs be,—it must be 
hewn down;’ and gives the stem of the tree three 
blows with the back of the hatchet. But the other 
restrains him, crying, ‘Nay, do it not, thou wilt 
certainly have fruit from it this year; only have 
patience with it, and be not over-hasty in cutting 
it down; if it still refuses to bear fruit, then cut it 
down.’ Then will the tree that year be certainly 
fruitful and bear abundantly.” 


THE INFANT-CLASS. 


“*T lay my sins on Jesus.” 
—Page 107, Songs of Gladness. 


Repeat Psalm 51: 6-13. 


Sing: 


Sometimes when we do that which is wrong, how 
sorry we are for it afterward. How very sorry we 
are, and how much we wish we had not said or 
done the thing which has caused us so much un- 
happiness and so many tears! How often do we 
ask ourselves whether we suppose the person to 
whom the wrong was done, really remembers it 
or not. How much we hope that it is all forgotten. 
But this we cannot know, unless we go and ask 
them ourselves whether they have forgotten it or 
not, and if not, whether they will forgive us. And 
if they will only forgive us and overlook our of- 
fence we resolve never todo wrong again. Dear 
children, this sincere sorrow for having done 
wrong, and this resolving never to do wrong any 
more, is repentance. There is no one living, even 
the very best of people, but sometimes do wrong, 
but they pray daily to God to give them true sor- 


-row for their sin, and that they may sin no more. 


David, whom God said was aman after His own 
heart, even he was not perfect, and as he sinned, 
he prayed that earnest prayer which we just re- 
peated. And because David was sincere, God gave 
him a new heart, “and blotted out all his iniqui- 
ties.” Let us now ask God to take away these sin- 
ful hearts of ours, as He did for David, His servant. 


PRAYER (for a new heart and full forgiveness). 


Sing: “T was a wandering sheep.” 


—Happy Voices, page 45. 


About this time they came and told Jesus that 
some of His countrymen—men of Galilee were 
worshipping in the temple, and Pilate came upon 
them and killed them while they were worship- 
ping. And as they sacrificed the sheep and oxen, 
their own blood ran down and mingled with 
that of the sacrifices. Then the Pharisees (as we 
may suppose they were,) came and wanted Jesus 
to tell them what great sin these Galileeans had 
committed, that they should suffer such a dread- 
ful death? And what did Jesus say to them? 
(Read Luke 13: 2,3.) He told them that those men 
were no worse than they were themselves, for all 
must perish, unless they repented of their sins. 
Only a little while before this,as you heard last 
Sabbath, Jesus had told them: “ Be not afraid 
of them that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they cando. But I will forewarn you 
whom ye shall fear: Fear Him, which, after He 
hath killed, hath power to cast into hell; yea, I 
a#ay unto you, Fear Him.” 


Suggestions.—This Lesson can be applied to the 
little ones, by any aceident which may have come 
to their notice, or any calamity which may have 
befallen the community lately. That these acci- 
dents are often the result of the carelessness of 
men, rather than a judgment from God, and being 
#onsidered as such, should be impressed upon the 
children’s minds. Jesus gave an example—that of 


, She falling of the tower of Siloam, killing eighteen 








people. Not that these were greater sinners than 
others, but they were there when the tower fell. 
More than a year and a half ago, a frightful steam- 
boat disaster occurred on the Ohio River, and nearly 
all the passengers were either burned to death or 
drowned. Were all the people on that boat greater 
sinners than others? Instead of that, we know 
that many of them were earnest and true servants 
of God. Their suffering was terrible, but it was 
short, and theyfpassed directly into the joys of 
heaven. Many years ago, two cities, Herculaneum 
and Pompeii, were utterly destroyed by a volcanic 
eruption, and why? Because the people built 
those cities on the side of a volcanic mountain. 


To-day is the day of grace. To-day we must have 
true repentance for our sins, while the Lord of the 
Vineyard comes seeking fruit. Then it matters 
not when or how He transfers us from this life full 
of perils and anxieties to that life where thereshall 
be no more sorrow nor sighing, nor any more 
tears! 


Sing: “I have a Father in the promised land.” 


QUESTIONS FOR THE SCHOLARS. 


Sem questions are the same as those in the 
“ Question Paper,’ which we furnish in quantities 
for the scholars’ use. It has been thought best to 
give them here, also, as a help to teachers in their 
preparation and teaching of the Lesson.] 


FOR YOUNGER CLASSES. 


1.—What news was brought to Jesus? 

2.—W hat did the way in which this story was told 
seem to imply? 

3.—What did Jesus say about it? 

4.—Of what other incident did Jesus speak ? 

5.—Who is the Ruler of life and death in both 
these and in all other cases? 

6.—What was the difference in these two cases? 

7.—Was God’s hand as really in one as in the 


other? 
8.—What is the subject of this Lesson? 
9.—What was the mistake of Job’s friends? (Job 


4:7.) 

10.—Do you know any similar case of common 
mistake? 

11.—What does Jesus say about it? 

12.—How did these men perish? 

13.—How did these Jews finally perish at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem? 

14.—What age | is there for us in this ? 

15.—By what parable did our Lord further endeavor 
to instruct and warn them ? 

16.—What care had God shown for the Jewish peo- 


le? 

17.—How long did Christ’s ministry among them 

endure? 

18.—Did they bring forth the fruits of holy living? 

19.—What was the result? 

20.—What care has God shown for you? 

21.—Has He given you greater or less advantages 
than He gave the Jews? 

22.—Do you bring forth fruit unto holiness? 

23.—How is God still dealing with you? 

24.—How long has this continued? 

25.—W hat will the end be? 

26.—W hen ? 


FOR INTERMEDIATE and OLDER CLASSES. 


1.—What was the subject of the last Lesson ? 

2.—What was the character of the Saviour’s ad- 
dress on that occasion? 

3.—Why had He not previously broken with the 
Sharinces ? 

4.—How long had He been now trying to win 
them from their errors? 

5.—Give the outline of His work and teachings 
for this purpose during the first year of His 
public ministry. 


The First Miracle of Jesus. 
Jesus Assumes His Authority. 
He Instructs Nicodemus. 

He Increases; John Decreases. 
Preaches to the Samaritans. 
Heals the Nobleman’s Son. 

Is Rejected at Nazareth. 

The Call of the Fishermen. 
The Work of One Sabbath. 
The First Galileean Tour. 
The Leper Cleansed. 

The Paralytic Cured. 

Matthew Called. 


6.—Give the subjects for the second year up to the 
time of the present Lesson. 


Bethesda. 

Sabbath- Breaking and Sabbath-Keeping. 
The Popularity of Jesus, 

The Twelve Apostles. 

The Sermon on the Mount. 
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The Centurion’s Servant; the Widow’s Son. 

The Omnipotent Love of Jesus. 

The Woman that had been a Sinner. 

The Second Galileean Tour; the Sin 
Against the Holy Ghost. 

The Reproof of Unbelief. 

The Dinner with a Pharisee, 


7.—Tell West you can respecting each of these 
subjects. 
8.—After this open rupture with the Pharisaic 
ona 4 mr did they constantly do? (Luke 
9.—What did they report to Him ? 
10.—What did they mean to suggest? 
11.—What incident did He class with this? 
12.—What instruction did He mean them to draw 
from both subjects? 
13.—By what parable did He warn them? 
14.—How did it apply to them ? 
15.—How does it apply to you? 
16.—What are you going to do about it? 


am eS 


THE OBJECT.—What is the object of Sun- © 
day-school teaching? It is to bring the 
souls of the children to Jesus. Nothing 
less. Nothing more. There can benothing 
more in eternity than that. There can be 
nothing less in all the labors of time than 
that—to bring lost and fallen children to 
know, discern, accept, enjoy, and feed upon 
a Saviour’s love. Do you understand it? 
Can you go, and from the experience of 
your own heart, in the fulness of divine 
forgiveness, sit down beside a company of 
little ones and tell them, without pretence, 
or profession, or guile, of the fulness of the 
glory of a divine Saviour? This is the ob- 
ject. And the minister of Jesus has no 
other. The power of the ministry does not 
depend upon its office, or upon the intellect 
of the men that fill it, but entirely upon 
the simplicity of the truth with which the 
teacher speaks ; and it can be demonstrated 
in the experience of the whole Christian 
church, that the most useful men are not, 
after all, the men that rise and shine in the 
sight of men, but those who, with luving 
hearts and praying spirits and watchful 
souls, and with a deep and true enjoyment 
of the divine favor, go forth to speak the 
most simply and unceasingly of a Saviour’s 
love. There is no appointed minister of the 
gospel that can occupy a higher office than 
the Sunday-school teacher occupies. Asa 
teacher, you have put into your hands at 
the very time when most of all you desire 
to have them, souls that are to live forever, 
may live with Christ forever.—The Rev. 


Dr. Tyng. 





<<< 





CARE OF THE CHILDREN.—When our 
Lord Jesus Christ stood by the quiet shores 
of the Sea of Galilee, and said to Peter, 
‘¢Reed my lambs,’’ he spoke a voice that 
was heard immediately by only that little 
company of friends, but he uttered a prin- 
ciple which, though unknown to the phi- 
losophers of the world, and which if known 
by the Pharisees and Sadducees would have 
been utterly scorned by them, yet a princi- 
ple which was to be a power in the world 
to upheave its foundations, and shake it to 
its centre. For the growth of the church 
of Jesus Chriat, from that time to this, has 
been principally through the training of 
the children of the church. And at this 
period of the Christian era we are begin- 
ning, more than at any other period, to ap- 
preciate this most imposing and important @ 
fact.—Howard Crosby, D. D. 
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THE LeEsson to be taught September 
25th, may be found in Matthew 13: 1-23; 
Mark 4: 1-25; Luke 8: 4-18. Subject: 
The Sower. 

a I 

WE have received $2 for Chloe Lank- 
ton, from S. & M., Philadelphia; $10 from 
Mrs. M.G. P. F., Philadelphia. 
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Relations of the Theoretical and the 
Practical. 

HE popular demand at the present time 

is for what is practical, and there is a 
corresponding outcry against whatever is 
theoretical. Give us, say the public, prac- 
tical measures, send us practical men; we 
want none of your dreamers, your theo- 
rists, your men of ideas. 

Now weare not going torun a tilt against 
. anything which has real, practical utility. 
But there is in the minds of many an error 
in regard to what it is that really consti- 
tutes practical usefulness, whether in men 
or measures, and against this error we de- 
sire to enter our protest. 

The error lies in not distinguishing suffi- 
ciently between the thing to be done and 
the method of doing it. The ‘ practical’ 
man, according to the popular notion, is 
usually one who has some specific, some 
patent nostrum, which, in his hands and 
under given circumstances, has worked to 
a charm, and therefore it is taken for 
granted that he and his methods will suc- 
ceed equally wellin all circumstances. The 
most thoroughly practical men, in this er- 
roneous sense of the word, are the men 
who make and sell quack medicines. But 
the teacher is not far behind them who has 
his stereotyped, ready made methods for 
every kind of teaching and training. Let 
it be remembered, there is no one univer- 
sal recipe for meeting the wants either of 
the mind or of the body. The mind equally 
with the body is protean in its conditions, 
and it needs a treatment as various as its 
wants and its conditions. 

The teacher who would do his work well 
must study the principles which underlie 
it, remembering that thereis no one best 
method of teaching and training. Me- 
thods may vary, or wear out; principles 
alone are eternal. The man in any pro- 
fession who is the slave of method, who 

follows it blindly, without thinking why 
” he does as he does, or whether some other 





mode of doing would not accomplish the 
same result, is a quack. In every profes- 
sion, and most of all in those professions 
which operate directly upon human beings, 
a knowledge of principles and an inventive 
turn of mind are vastly more important 
than a knowledge of specific rules and re- 
medies. A true theory is the first condi- 
tion for safe practice. All that is most va- 
luable in the practice of any of the profes- 
sions has sprung, not from the practitioner, 
but from the theorist, the man of specula- 
tion and invention. 

In the work of the Sunday-school, the 
degree of efficiency is indeed largely depen- 
dent upon the methods used. . But the way 
for any man to be judicious in his methods 
is, not to imitate blindly the methods of 
someboty else, not even to devote his main 
attention to the study of methods, but to 
make himself familiar with the principles 
which underlie them,—to study the theory 
of the work. A book discussing with dis- 
crimination and clearness the theory of 
teaching will be of more practical use to a 
teacher than a book filled with the most 
specific formulas for practice. A specula- 
tive philosopher, two thousand years ago, 
made the observation that ideas received 
through the organs of sight leave a more 
distinct and lasting impression upon the 
mind than ideas received through any of 
the other senses. In other words, we have 
amore vivid idea of what we have seen 
than of what we have learned through any 
other sense. Here, it will be observed, isa 
general fact or principle of human nature, 
as well defined as the law of cohesion or of 
gravitation. A theorist speculates upon 
this fact, and shows how it may be applied 
in an indefinite variety of ways to the bu- 
siness of teaching. This fact, or principle, 
or law of the human mind, underlies that 
whole class of special schemes known as 
Object teaching, Blackboard teaching, Pic- 
ture teaching, and soon without end. Now 
a proper study of this principle, in other 
words, the attainment of a true theory on 
the subject, is of more practical value to 
the teacher than the mastering of any num- 
ber of specific formulas for visible illustra- 
tion. The man who comes before a Tea- 
chers’ Institute with a series of brilliant 
blackboard exercises, unless he accompa- 
nies those exercises with a proper explana- 
tion of the rationale of their use, is merely 
a showman, and the tendency of his per- 
formance is simply to make servile imita- 
tors. 

In other words, a man needs to be a theo- 
rist in order to be truly practical. Theory 
precedes practice, and lays the foundation 
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for it. Theory regards the truth of things, 
which is unchanging and eternal; practice 
regards methods which vary with circum- 


stances. ' 
A teacher who wishes to do a good work 


may doubtless derive a certain amount of 
benefit from books of practical exercises, 
all carefully formulated; but if he would 
be a really live teacher, let him give his 
main studies to those books which discuss 
intelligently the theory of teaching. Thus 
only can he become inventive and original; 
thus only can he be able to adapt himself 
to the perpetually changing conditions of 
his scholars and his school. A teacher who 
looks with indifference upon a book upon 
teaching, because it deals chiefly with the 
theory of the subject, is very apt to be either 
adrone or aquack, An instructor of tea- 
chers, who occupies their attention chiefly 
with forms and methods, instead of dis- 
cussing principles, is not far from being a 
charlatan. 


————————_- > o————__—_— 


Sunday-Schools and the Friends’ 
Society. 


WE are glad to see that the reference 
made in our columns to the position 
of the Friends’ Society on the question of 
Sabbath-schools, has excited such gene- 
ral attention. From different quarters, 
words of information and of explanation 
have reached us. They leave no room for 
doubt as to the position of the Society at 
large. The utterances made so emphati- 
cally and so repeatedly at the late Phila- 
delphia First-day School Conference; the 
very fact that several similar Conferences 
have been held in this country, and the 
fruitful results of First-day school instruc- 
tion reported at these gatherings, give suf- 
ficient testimony to the general friendliness 
of the Society toward this form of Christian 
activity. While it is true that a respected 
number in the Society of Friends are con- 
scientiously fearful of the tendency of the 
Sunday: school and of some of its concomi- 
tants, and are therefore from conviction 
advoeates of the better way of the fathers 
in the church, yet their numbers and their 
views are not by any means so large nor so 
largely prevalent as fairly to be said to cha- 
racterize the Society. In the Eastern and 
Middle States—more particularly in the 
neighborhood of our own city, Philadelphia, 
the more conservative view holds the larger 
number of adherents. But in the new and 
growing States, and with the rising gene- 
ration, the cause of First-day schools is 
espoused with earnest heartiness, and the 
good results have already been manifested 
in the enlargement of the Society and the 
blessing of many souls, We have never 
known more interested and ardent friends 
of Sunday-schools in any direction than 
are some of our young Quakers in Philaddel- 
phia, among whom we could name three or 
four whom we count it an honor and a pri- 
vilege to know personally and well. 
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The well known tolerance of the Society 
in the holding and expression of conscien- 
tious views by its membership, and the 
great freedom allowed in their debates, 
made it perfectly proper that the ‘' Circular 
Letter’? opposing Sunday-schools, which 
was made the basis of our article a few weeks 
since, should haveahearing. We are glad 
that it has called out such prompt replies, 
not only in our own journal, but in the or- 
gans of the Society. By way of confirma- 
tion of our view of the subject, we print 
with pleasure the following expressions 
from two worthy Friends, belonging to the 
Iowa Yearly Meeting. The first, writing 
from West Branch, says: 


“T read the article in The Times with sur- 
prise, and regret that the impression it gave 
should be carried to so many of its readers 
who may know little of our Society save 
through suchchannels. And being somewhat 
conversant with our status on the subject, and 
having been for a number of years an active 
worker in that department of its work, the 
First-day school, I may be permitted, perhaps, 
to speak a word for that branch of the church 
I love. 

In this Meeting a Sabbath-school has been 
sustained for fifteen years, for several years 
past without intermission, under the direct 
control and charge of the church, and number- 
ing in its scholarship almost the entire mem- 
bership of the Meeting, of which the largest 
class and fully as interesting is the adult—the 
fathers and mothers in the church—without 
whose presence and active interest we consider 
a Sabbath-sehool short ofsuccess. And where- 
ever in the limits of our Yearly Meeting a 
company of Friends have organized a Meeting, 
almost without exception will be found the 
accompanying First-day school. ; 

We have written thus with no wish to ad- 
vertise the Society of Friends, and certainly 
not to boast of what little we may be doing, 
but with a desire that among the many ear- 
nest workers represented by The Times, the 
relation our Society bears to this important 
work of Christ’s church may be better known. 

In the work of the Sabbath-school, friends, 
we greet you as brethren ; and may our united 
labors be owned by Christ and blessed by the 
Father to the bringing of many to the Saviour. 

G. B.” 


The other communication referred to is 
from one of the prominent and honored 
members of the Society in the West, who, 
we may also add, presided over the late 
First-Day School Conference in Philadel- 
phia withsuch greatacceptance. He writes: 


‘An article in a recent number of The Sun- 
day-School Times, commenting on a late Epis- 
tle of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends 
to its members, while it may be just in its in- 
terpretation of the document in question, will 
hardly fail to leave with the reader an erro- 
neous impression with regard to the Society 
of Orthodox Friends at large. 

In nine of the American. Yearly Meetings, 
(all excepting that of Philadelphia), First-day 
schools and Bible-classes are specially en- 
couraged and sustained. And in Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting itself there are earnest advo- 
cates and efficient laborers in this work, to 
which their First-day schools and their mis- 
sion schools bear witness. In their select day- 
schools, also, in West Town Boarding school, 
and in Haverford College, all under the care 





of that Yearly Meeting, or of members of it, 
Bible instruction has long been imparted in 
classes ina manner similar to that practiced 
elsewhere throughout the Society. 

In England, Friends are actively and exten- 
sively engaged in the cause of Scriptural in- 
struction. , 

In Iowa Yearly Meeting, 62 First-day schools 
were reported last year, with 3,668 pupils en- 
rolled, and an average attendance of 2,340. 

In the two Yearly Meetings heldinthe State 
of Indiana, there were 155 schools, with an at- 
tendance of 13,638. Active operations in mis- 
sion-schools are also reported in all these 
Yearly Meetings. 

These brief statements will suffice to show 
that the Society of Friends, so far from being 
inimical to the cause of Scriptural instruction, 
has espoused it widely as an important branch 
of Christian work. The account given in 
your paper of the Biennial Conference of 
Friends’ First-day schools, held last fall in 
Philadelphia, may be remembered as repre- 
senting the interest very generally felt in this 
cause, J. B’ 





- -+ <> > 
Holy Land Exploration. 


a is very gratifying io note the increased 
interest that has been created in the 
study of Bible geography, customs, &c., 
during the last few years. Much of this 
increased interest is fairly due to the labors 
of active Sunday-school workers, who have 
insisted upon the importance of such 
studies as a prominent part of Sunday- 
school education. Among the practical 
developments of this interest we desire to 
call attention to one which although novel 
in many of its features, yet promises to be 
very effective toward securing a vastly en- 
larged knowledge of biblical lands and cus- 
toms, and through them of Bible truths. 

A few weeks ago, in our report of the 
Michigan State Sunday-school Convention, 
it will be remembered that we quoted from 
some remarks by Prof. Edward Olngy, of 
Ann Arbor, endorsing and recommending 
a plan for supplying pastors, Bible readers, 
Sunday-schools, &c., with specimens from 
the Holy Land—genuine objects, interest- 
ing and valuable by way of illustrating and 
enforcing Scripture truths and lessons. A 
very liberal offer was made at the Conven- 
tion, by authorized parties, by which Sun- 
day-schools could be supplied with these 
specimens. A large number were gratuit- 
ously distributed to Sunday-school superin- 
tendents and teachers, delegates to the 
Convention. 

The statement in our paper caused con- 
siderable office correspondence, as to the 
proper authority, plan, purposes, &c., of 
this new movement. We have since re- 
ceived the fullest and most interesting par- 
ticulars from Dr. Morris, the Secretary, 
which we gladly lay before our readers, 

It appears that a society svyled ‘‘ The 
Scholars’ Holy Land Exploration,’’ was 
formed sixteen months since, of which 
Samuel Hallock, of the American Protes- 
tant Mission, at Beyrout, Syria, is Presi- 
dent, and Robert Morris, LL.D., of Chi- 
cago, Secretary. The object of the society 
is to develope the geography, geology, na- 
tural history, archeology, manners, cus- 





toms, etc., of Bible lands, and to do it 
through the instrumentality, and for the 
instruction and benefit, of the Sunday- 
schools of the land. The outline of the 
plan is to enlist Sunday-schools and Sun- 
day-school scholars, by attractive induce- 
ments, in helping forward this work of ex- 
ploration, to the ultimate end of interesting 
them in Bible research, and increasing 
their love for and knowledge of the Word 
of God. 

A good beginning has already been made. 
The society is growing in importance every 
day. The Secretary, Dr. Morris, has visited 
the Holy Land under its auspices, and col- 
lected thousands of specimens of interesting 
and valuable objects. These are to be distri- - 
buted to form Holy Land Cabinets for the 
permanent use of churches and Sunday- 
schools and.private Christians throughout 
the land. Already more than one hundred 
thousand specimens of the flowers, coins, 
earths, minerals, rocks, waters, woods, &c., 
of ‘Bible lands have been distributed, 
and Dr. Morris designs making another 
visit in the fall, when assisted by a corps of 
active and reliable collectors he will secure 
still more abundant supplies to meet the 
most enlarged demand. 

The cabinet specimens already secured, 
and now in hand for distribution, have 
been arranged and classified with the 
utmost care and scientific accuracy. The 
positive genuineness of all specimens is 
assured. Meany Sabbath-schools have al- 
ready availed themselves of the attractive 
offer, (the limited time of which has just 
expired) by which a little cabinet of 250 
well selected specimens, was supplied for 
$10. Attractive offers are still made, how- 
ever. Correspondence with the Secretary, 
Robert Morris, LL.D., at Chicago, will 
assure the fullest an.l most interesting in- 
formation, circulars, &c. We have our- 
selves received with other interesting 
objects several ancient coins, among them 
two reputed ‘‘widow’s mites,’”? and a 
beautiful arrangement of pressed wild 
flowers, containing ten specimens gathered 
from interesting sites in the holy land. 

The whole movement strikes us as being 
practical and important. Lectures, visit- 
ing and exploring expeditions, works on 
the Holy Land, (see our column of Book 
Notices) and other means of diffusing among 
the people correct ideas of Bible countries, 
and of bringing Scripture scenes and lands 
as it were directly to our doors, are the 
means and plans proposed. 

Some of the best Sunday-school workers 
of the land, and most prominent, are en- 
thusiastically in favor of the movement. 
We heartily erdorse it so far as we have 
heard and seen, and recommend Sunday- 
school superintendents and teachers, and 
Christian pastors, and people generally, to 
send forthe documents. We feel sure that 
they will not be disappointed, but find in 
the plan a practical means of stimulus 
in Bible study. 


———_—_--——_-_~ > o- -—-----—--- 

THE SUPERINTENDENT.—To be a super- 
intendent, and rightfully to estimate its. 
duties and fulfill them, is one of the highest 
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honors and glories permitted to mortal man. 
To be the guiding star of that little circle of 
teachers and learners, to stand as a friend 
and helper of the earnest men and women 
who are striving to teach children of Jesus, 
and to feed them from Sabbath to Sabbath 
with the bread of life,—what more exalted 
position or occupation can be named? Itis 
second to none but the ministry of reconci- 
liation.— The late Rk. G. Pardee. 


—_—_—_—"> <> 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
Practical Sketches of Mission Sunday- 
School Work. 
4. WAYS OF PLEASANTNESS. 


_— lessons that move smoothly in one 
class, with one teacher’s management, 
not unfrequently drag, or jar, or grate on 
other minds, in other hands. It is not safe 
to say, because Mr. A. succeeds with his 
class and Mr. B. does not, that B.’s method 
is poor, or that A.’e is good for the whole 
echool. Perhaps A. is the only teacher 
there who could use that plan to any ad- 
vantage ; perhaps his class is the only one 
that would learn much by it; probably he 
would do more another year in some other 
way. 

The right of private judgment is as im- 
portant here as anywhere; the teacher 
must study prayerfully the characters of 
the children in his class and his own men- 
tal specialties, then decide what is best 
adapted to their wants and his powers; and 
after he has chosen the general line of in- 
struction, he must be willing to change 
often in the details, merely for the sake of 
variety. The best plan is not, under the 
circumstances, the best, after the scholars 
begin to get tired of it; sometimes a slight 
ehange is all that is needed to rouse the 
flagging interest, but that is very much 
ueeded and cannot be dispensed with. It 
must always be remembered that these 
minds are unused to sustained attention, 
and keenly alive to new things, while the 
fact that a bored child will probably pinch 
his next neighbor, furnishes a pressing 
reason for keeping up the interest. 

Of course innumerable ways of varying 
lessons will suggest themselves from Sab- 
bath to Sabbath ; it would be idle to attempt 
the suggestion of the most important, buta 
few may be mentioned by way of illustra- 
tion. 

An account of some Bible hero or heroine 
may be given by the teacher, with judicious 
omission of one or two important points, 
and the lesson for the next Sunday may be 
the history of that life. There will usually 
be one or two scholars who know something 
of it, and have an indistinct idea that part 
of the story was left out; their hints will 
rouse the curiosity of the others, and the 
Jesson will be more thoroughly studied and 
jonger remembered than if the whole had 
been told at first. Lessons of this kind 
usually require some preparation of the 
class ; without this, if they have ever heard 
of the person whose life they are to study, 
they are apt to say, ‘‘ I knowal! about that 
fellar ;’’ if they never have heard of him, 





‘*T don’t know nor care,’’ and there is an 
end of their next lesson. The prominent 
point in the character should be brought 
into line with the lesson just recited, in 
which, it isto be supposed, the scholars were 
interested ; then the impetus from that can 
be carried on to the next, and will amply 
repay the trouble spent in making the con- 
nection. 

Scholars in mission Sunday-schools have 
usually so little capacity for learning Bible- 
verses, that it is not reasonable to expect 
much in that line till they have been 
trained for some time; there are classes 
who can learn short lessons of this kind at 
first, but they are not common. On one 
Sunday let each learn a verse containing 
some particular word, at some other time 
the expression of one idea, carefully ex- 
plained beforehand ; in this way they may 
be led along to learn passages of Scripture 
intelligently, but the teacher must keep in 
mind that success in this depends on his 
way of putting things. The ways of wis- 
dom will not be ways of pleasantness, un- 
less the teacher leads with an eager enthu- 
siasm and a wise care for the unsteady feet 
that follow him. E. E. N. 

= SS 
Correspondence of The Sunday-School Times. 


The Library Question. 


WEST PHILADELPHIA, Aug. 26, 1870. 
EAR TIMES :—Your varied articles are 
read by me with interest, but those upon 
the ‘‘Management of the Library,’ in your 
two recent issues, have attracted my es- 
pecial attention, from the fact that ‘our’ 
Sunday-school perceived and made efforts 
to obviate the difficulties you allude to. 
Some months since we adopted the follow- 
ing plan, which has worked most admi- 
rably, and done away with all confusion or in- 
terruptions to the regular exercises of the 
school. 

An ante-room was fitted up for the library, 
which all the scholars have to pass (not go 
through) upon entering the school-rooms. 
Each scholar is furnished with a printed cata- 
logue, and a card large enough to containa 
number for every Sabbath in the year, the 
selection to be made athome. After the first 
book is taken out, the card can be left in the 
library if preferred, but the card and library 
book should be left together, as it saves time. 
When each scholar passes the library, and 
prior to entering the school-room, the card and 
book last taken out is placed in an aperture on 
either side, (one for males, one for females), 
and during the exercises of the school, there 
is plenty of time for returning the old and se- 
lecting the new books, and having them for 
each class ready to distribute. When the ser- 
vices are closed, and just before the singing of 
the last hymn, a tap of the bell brings the li- 
brarian and his assistants with the books, to 
be promptly and noiselessly distributed. This 
does not distract the attention of the scholars, 
for they know that the many numbers they 
have selected renders it certain that there is 
one of their choice in the pile for the class. 
Our plan of distribution saves time and avoids 
the awkward delay of having certain classes 
wait while others are being waited on. This 
plan has worked so satisfactorily with us, that 
we would not willingly return to the old un- 
systematic arrangements. 





From a practical experience in the matter, 
we think the plan nearly perfect; and as we 
should all be liberal, should feel pleased if ita 
adoption would forward the interests of all 
concerned in the promotion of the Sunday- 
school work. ALBERT S. ASHMEAD, 

Supt. Ist Pres, Ch., Mantua. 





CHICOPEE, Mass., Aug. 27, 1870. 
EAR TIMES :—Having read a good deal 
of late on ‘‘ How to manage a Library,”’ 
and how to replenish it, I thought I would in- 
flict you with our plan. 

We choose acommittee, consisting of pastor, 
superintendent, and librarian, to purchase 
books. We raise a certain amount of money, 
and place in their hands, They procure books 
as they have opportunity. Oneor the other of 
the committee read the book,and if it is a good 
one add it to the library ; ifnot, return it to the 
book-store, adding four or five every month. 
We like this plan for many reasons. Before 
this we have added in alump fifty or seventy- 
five volumes, taking the publisher's name as a 
recommendation. By the method now pursued 
we “get the best,” and if a bad book gets in 
the library, the committee are to blame. Then 
it enables us to add new works as they are 
published, which keeps the library fresh and 
inviting. 

We find our library is a means to build up 
our Sunday-school. Some children will be 
attracted by the library, and if new books are 
continually being added, there is a continual 
interest manifested. 

Should not like the plan of distributing 
books on Saturday, for some children might 
not be interested enough to attend school as 
regularly as they doif they have a new book 
in prospect. 

We manage our library with check-board 
and cards, very much like other plans pub- 
lished in ‘‘ The Times,” and do it without trou- 
ble or confusion, or at all disturbing the 
school, no scholar being allowed to go to the 
library. 

We think the above method of replenishing 
a library cannot be excelled, and after our 
trial, shall never go back to the old plan. 

Yours truly, 
Rouanh T. OAKREa, 
Supt. 3d Cong. Ch. 8. 8. 


-<—)<-— 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
Being Anything, or Nothing. 


Ys is pre-supposed that you are a lover of 
the Sunday-school, that as superinten- 
dent, librarian, organist, or teacher, you 
have natural or acquired fitness; that you 
know better than any other available per- 
son how the work, in some special depart- 
ment, should be done. Now, for the sake 
of harmony, for the smoother working of 
the whole machinery, that greater good 
may be done to the greater number, are 
you willing to take an inferior position, 
assume duties that no one else will take, 
chink in anywhere, so to speak, become 
hewers of wood and drawers of water, if 
need be, in order that the work may be 
furthered and good may be wrought? 

This is a question that arises not infre- 
quently in imperfectly organized schools. 
It is a question more easily answered in 
theory than in practice. Are you willing 
to work simply and purely according te the 











XU 








XUM" 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


—— 


587 








-need? Sunday-school work unquestiona- 


bly ignores personal ease and selfishness. 
Are you willing, according to circum- 
stances, to take up the duty of the hour? 

It-is not necessary that you should wait 
till some one asks you to do this or that 
necessary labor. If you walk with your 
eyes open, you will see these duties on 
every side. You can often best perform 
them through enlisting others, but how to 
do this most effectually may demand no 
little thought, and to impart to those you 
would have to be co-laborers the spirit of 
earnestness may require no small effort, no 
little prayer for divine assistance. 

In the many imperfectly conducted 
schools that are on every hand struggling 
toward a better state of things, there is 
much to be done. Whoever feels the need, 
and sees the duty of action, in whatever 
capacity, is called upon directly or indi- 
rectly to act. The very fact of feeling the 
need carries with it a certain amount of 
responsibility. Andifin thus acting favorite 
parts of the work must be abandoned for 
those which are less congenial, or less re- 
sponsible, or less conspicuous, can you, as 
a Sunday-school worker, abandon the one 
fer the other? Can you, for Christ’s sake, 
make heartily the resolution to let your 
work be according to the need ? 


a 


Faults in Teaching. 
BY PROF, M. M. MERRELL, 


if is not enough to be mere thinkers in 

order to become teachers; thinking 
may lead astray ; it once led to the writing 
of a book called ‘‘The Age of Reason.’”’ It 
once made one, now a reverend doctor of 
divinity, whose books are in every Sunday- 
school teacher’s hands, a skeptic; he had 
been a practical student and teacher, a 
thinker; a personal experience brought to 
bear upon him led him to a higher plane, 
and God’s Spirit converted him. God’s way 
of saving sinners is by letting down a perso- 
nality full of warm sympathy in the influ- 
ence of heart upon heart. He let himself 
down in the person of his dear Son when he 
became a teacher tous. Thescience of “ reli- 
gion without a master’’ has never been writ- 
ten. There is a necessity laid upon us that 
we teach. The bond of human sympathy in 
one heart linking it to anotheris the means 
by which those without the fold are to be 
drawn within the sacred enclosure. The 
note of music struck in that heart must be 
kept sounding until it vibrates with a sym- 
pathetic chord in another heart. I would 
not attempt any rules for teaching. Per- 
sons with good common sense, with talents 
consecrated to Christ will not be likely to 
fail. Faults of plan and practice there are 
in all our teaching. For convenience in 
discussing the subject, it would be best to 
turn our eyes tothe faults rather than the 
perfections of teachers. Not that we would 
be grumblers and critics. He that points 
out the poison, be it never so little in the 
fountain, is our benefactor. It is Satan 
that saves the husks and lets the wheat go 
through; it is the Lord who thoroughly 
purges his floor and saves the good grain. 








I shall talk of teaching in three simple di- 
visions: Faults prior to meeting the class ; 
faults in the class; and faults after the 
class. 

There is a saying that the Sunday-school 
teacher is not born, but made; that any 
one of ordinary capacity, thorough good 
intention, and some application, can be 
made a good teacher. I am well aware 
that to some extent this is true, but I have 
yet to know that the teacher is entirely un- 
born. There must be some talents born in 
him, and after that he must be made over 
by the Spirit of God, as well as possess the 
educational and social appliances in his for- 
mation, to make him a successful teacher. 
As the Persian maxim says: ‘‘ Although 
you drive the ass that carried our Lord to 
Mecca and back, he would be an ass still.’”’ 

We do not magnify our office as teachers. 
Those who place us there do not. There is 
no induction to the office in the Presbyte- 
rian church, although there is in the case 
of the elders. :I do not know what the form 
of ceremony should be, but there should be 
something to make him feel that he is a re- 
sponsible officer. We should emphasize 
that responsibility. We do not magnify 
our own office. We go into the Sabbath- 
school because the superintendent urges us 
to go there. Social elements bring us 
there. We may be interested in a member 
of a class. These are unworthy motives ; 
they do not magnify the office. It is only 
the aim that can magnify it; failing to 
magnify their office, they fail to recognize 
the end of Sabbath-school teaching; the 
bringing divine truth to bear on the heart 
of the child, whether in the church or 
mission-school; that the child may be 
made to decide to-day, in the light of this 
present lesson, and in the presence of this 
class, to turn its face tothetruth. This is 
the only consistent aim of the best Sabbath- 
school teaching. 

We fail as Sunday-school teachers in 
preparation. We fail by not praying 
enough. A celebrated divine said that 
often before beginning the preparation of 
his sermon, he spent an hour in faithful 
prayer and meditation, and had derived 
more real strength for the completion of 
that sermon by his communion with God 
than from book andpen. Thesame is true 
with us as teachers. We want the Spirit 
of God with us more in our preparation, 
not only to give us light on the lesson, but 
to give us the power to bring the class to 
the Saviour. We fail in prayer—systema- 
tic, persistent prayer, that God will give 
us his Holy Spirit to illumine the text, 
giving the class the Holy Spirit that they 
may see it and trust it. 

We fail in study. We contrast too often 
with the secular teachers. The little ones 
who sit in our classes on Sunday, five days 
of the week are in the presence of the best 
talent in the land; the best cultivated 
talent in a general way not only, but the 
best teaching talent—the results of our 
Normal and Pestalozzian systems, the 
modern appliances, object-teaching and the 
blackboard. If, before a class of such pupils, 
I deal in mere platitudes, is itstrange they 





———— 


compare me with the secular teacher, and 
that I lose by the comparison? We need, 
therefore, general culture. We need par- 
ticular culture for teaching in the Sunday- 
school. We need study at home and in the 
teachers’ meetings. A large proportion of 
teachers do not attend teachers’ meetings. 
These things are not the less important 
from being socommonly dwelt upon. What 
teacher of natural philosophy or chemistry 
would meet his class without first having 
gone over his experiments? How many 
teachers here to-night will go before their 
classes without any definite illustrations 
or exhaustive means of presenting the 
truths of the lesson? Weare like the blind. 
leader who cannot see that hisown torch. is 
not lighted. 

In the class, there are two simple things 
the teacher has to attezd to. The first is 
general; the government of the class, its 
disciplinary details necessary for its man- 
agement, the attending to the library, 
keeping the records, the collection of 
money, etc.,—little things which come up 
every Sunday and occasionally. The true 
teacher economizes time and effort; he will 
have some systematic time for attending to 
these regular duties, and they will be done 
neatly and in order. There is always a 
best way for doing even a simple thing. 
Many complain, ‘‘ We have no time to hear 
the lesson.’? I remember hearing a very 
adroit teacher tell a body of teachers how 
they could do it, and not take two minutes’ 
time to hear the whole recitation. Num- 
ber the individuals of the class; let the odd 
numbers face the even ones; the odd num- 
bers recite to even numbers, and then vice 
versa. Some little devices, the exercise of 
a little ingenuity of this sort in the tactics 
of the class, and it is easily disposed of. 

Teachers fail by not attending to the 
wantsof the class. The true, sympathetic, 
warm-hearted teacher will see that his 
scholars sit pleasantly, he will observe 
their little discomforts immediately. He 
will govern with his eye; he will not, like 
some ministers, always look on vacancy. 
The story of the old divine, who always 
looked at onespot where there was a stove- 
pipe, and who could not preach when it 
was taken down, is to our purpose. Look 
at the children. : 

How many teachers who require chil- 
dren to memorize the lesson do so them- 
selves? Whether you do or do not, you 
should remember its influence on them. 
The sacrifice required by the teacher to de 
this will stimulate them to new zeal. 

We fail as teachers when we lecture— 
when we keep our mouths continually open 
without giving the children a chance to 
talk. This is a grievous fault; our words 
are then apt to fall like leaves on the dead 


earth. 
There is something in chemistry de 


scribed as the nascent state, in which, 
when two simples are brought together, 
union takes place, and a gas or some other 
compound is evolved. There is something 
in the vegetable and animal world whereby 
an atom or several atoms meeting under 
favorable conditions burst intolife. So the 
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mind of every child, when we bring the 
truth before it, should expand under the 
influence of our sympathy, and reach out 
after the truth which we offer it. We fail 
by not adapting the truth to children. In 
almost every lesson there is a great variety 
of truth; there may be so many things 
that, if you attempt to teach all, you teach 
nothing. You mustadapt. We must not, 
like the tract-distributor, give the legless 
soldier a tract on the sin and crime of 
dancing. We are apt to dwell upon cer- 
tain particulars so much as to scatter or 
remove any impressions we might other- 
wise make. We talk about Galilee and 
Jerusalem and Jordan, the Pharisees and 
the Sadducees, until no child could remem- 
ber anything. We are saving the shell; 
we throw away the pearl. We want unity. 
We should as far as possible make all bear 
upon the one subject of the lesson. When 
soldiers are crossing a bridge, they must 
break step, or it would fall under their 
united, steady tramp. We must seek this 
unity of aim and purpose if we want to 
break down thesin of the child’s heart. 

We do not know our classes. We know 
them by name perhaps, the circumstances 
of their lives, but we do not come into that 
sympathy with their spiritual conditions 
that enables us to help them. A teacher 
had a class of boys whose spiritual condi- 
tion she knew with one exception. This 
boy would not confide in her. When she 
asked him about his soul, his mouth was 
shut; he would not say a word. A year 
and a half ago, he was sent into the field 
with a gun to watch a corn-field; he did 
not return ; they found him shot dead. As 
they were returning from the funeral, the 
father, borne down with grief, said to the 
teacher, ‘‘ Come in; I want to speak with 
you.’”’? She went in, and, with tears, the 
father said, ‘‘ You must know Willie’s con- 
dition; he was silent to us; he never 
would tell us how he felt; was he a Chris- 
tian? Surely he confided in you, his 
teacher?’”’? And the poor woman stood 
andtrembled. She, a Sunday-school teacher 
having charge of the spiritual condition of 
that child—the father not knowing his con- 
dition, and coming to hear from her whether 
his dead boy wasa Christian! Let us place 
ourselves in such sympathy with our chil- 
dren that we may know whether they have 
passed from death into life.— Address before 
the New York State Sunday-School Con- 
vention. 
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Sunday-School Gntelligence. 


[We welcome toaplace in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.) 

Gallatin, Daviess County, Missouri.— 
Editors of The Times :—We have had a County 
Sunday-School Convention organized for this 
(Daviess) county, for about three years. But 
it never seemed to amount to anything, until 
the one just held on the 25th and 26th inst, 
About two persons determined to change the 
matter if work would do it. We secured the 
services of the Rev. W. P. Paxson, the great 
Sunday-School Missionary ofthe West. About 











fifty delegates were in attendance, and the re- 
sult was good. Superintendents who had al- 
ready determined to discontinue their schools 
during the winter, were warmed up and an- 
nounced that they should try to carry their 
schools through the winter. The country 
schools of this county have all heretofore dis- 
continued their schools for about six months 
in the year. 

At times the burning words of Mr, Paxson 
brought tearsto alleyes. Oneof the undoubt- 
ed good results of our meeting will be tolessen 
sectarian spirit and prejudice among-us., In 
1865 there was but one school in this county. 
Now we have 34, and hope to have 75 within a 
year. We have 6,000 school children, while 11 
schools reported to our Convention but 450 
children enrolled. 

We meet again on the last Thursday of next 
May. In the meantime we shall organize 
Township Conventions. 

One thing was noticed particularly, There 
are in our county about 20 preachers in busi- 
ness of different kinds. Also fifteen lawyers, 
Four of the lawyers closed their offices and 
were earnest workers in the meetings. Not 
one of the preachers stopped his business to 
attend! Three preachers were present, but 
they had nothing else to attend to. What 
think you of such pastors? J think the sooner 
they are embalmed and their places supplied 
by live men, the better for the cause of Chris- 
tianity among us! I enclose the programme, 
which enlisted much attention and thought. 

Truly yours, JOHN CONOVER, 
President of Convention. 





Salem County, N. J.—The Eighth Annual 
Convention of the Salem County Sunday- 
School Association will be held in the Allo- 
waystown Baptist church on Wednesday, Sep- 
tember 21st, at 10 o’cloek A.M. Theintroduc- 
tory address will be delivered by the Rev. F. 
P. Shields, of Pittsgrove. Every Sunday- 
school in the county is earnestly solicited to 
send delegates. Clergymen and friendsof the 
Sunday-school cause throughout the county 
are invited to attend. Itis hoped that the several 
Township Secretaries will be prepared to give 
a full report from the different schools in each 
township, showing the number of scholars, 
teachers, and officers in each school, with any 
other information that may be interesting to 
the Convention. B. F. Burt, County Sec’y. 





Chester, Delaware and Montgomery 
Counties, Pennsylvania.—A united Sunday- 
school Institute, for these three counties, will 
be held at Norristown, September 25th, 26th, 
27th and 28th. The whole Sabbath-school 
force in the three counties is to be called out, 
and notified to answer to the roll-call. Much 
interest is centred in the meeting, and great 
good to the cause is confidently expected to 
flow from it. The best talent of the counties 
and from Philadelphia will be secured. 





The Chinese Sunday-School Association 
of San Francisco, held its annual meeting in 
the Howard Presbyterian church, on Monday 
evening, August 8th. A fair representation 
from the different schools was present, and 
(says the Pacific), the exercises passed off with 
interest. The following reports of the schools 
were read, showing the average attendance of 
each: Howard Presbyterian, 116 scholars, 
61 teachers; Howard Methodist, 50 scholars, 
with two sessions per week; First Baptist, 
100 scholars, with a class of 20 girls; Central 
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Methodist, 20 scholars, held Thursday even- 
ings; First Congregational, 170 scholars, 83 
teachers; Powell Street Methodist, 83 scho- 
lars, 20 teachers; First Presbyterian, 50 scho- 
lars, 30 teachers; Tabernacle Baptist, 15 scho- 
lars, 12 teachers; Second Congregational, 10 
scholars, 6 teachers; Oakland Baptist, 50 scho- 
lars, 30 teachers; Brooklyn Baptist, 18 scho- 
lars, 12 teachers; Second Baptist have sus- 
pended, on account of removal of church; 
Mrs. Cole has a class of 36 scholars, 24 of 
whom are girls, and 12 boys, sessions held 
every day; Calvary school, 23 scholars, 15 
teachers; Mr. A. W. Loomis, 75 scholars, 10 
teachers. Some of the schools were not repre- 
sented. The officers elected are: Rev. O. Gib- 
son, President; Horace E. Pope, Secretary ; 
and suitable committees for other business. 





Oakland County, Michigan.—The Oakland 
County Sabbath-School Association will hold 
its Third Institute, for 1870, in the Presbyte- 
rian church at Wing Lake, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, September 6th and 7th. The pro- 
gramme lays out an interesting scheme of 
profitable discussion and Sunday-school ex- 
emplification and instruction. J. Van Valken- 
burg is President, and J. G. Mitchell, Secre- 
tary, of the County Association. 





A Sunday-School Reunion.—Great pre- 
parations have been made for an unusually in- 
teresting reunion of the pastors, organists, 
superintendents, librarians, teachers, scho- 
lars, parents and friends of the old Zion’s 
stone church Sunday-school, near Kreiders- 
ville, Northampton County, Pennsylvania, to 
be held all day, on the 2d September. A 
grand assemblage is expected. A Committee 
of twenty-five is charged with the arrange- 
ments. The anticipated meeting excites an 
interest throughout the county. 





Philadelphia.—A prosperous mission Sun- 
day-school connected with the Tenth Bap- 
tist church has been recently established at the 
corner of Montgomery avenue and Twelfth 
street. The location is a good one, andthe 


teachers are earnestly engaged in their good 
work, 





Children’s Services at Camp Meetings.— 
It has become quite common of Jate to hold 
special services for children and young peo- 
ple as a part of the exercises of camp meet- 
ings. At sucha meeting near Chicago, nume- 
rous conversions of children were daily re- 
ported. The Methodist hopes that hereafter 
no camp meeting will be considered complete 
without well sustained services for young 
people. 





Utah.—A Methodist missionary at Salt Lake 
City writes that ‘‘God’s blessing abides with 
the mission.’”’ Three preaching stations and 
three Sunday-schools have been established, 
and congregations are encouraging at every 
point; that at Salt Lake City has grown from 
thirty persons to three hundred. 

Personal.—Mr, Van Meter, the well-known 
superintendent of the Howard Mission, re- 
turned from abroad week before last, and on 
the following Sabbath appeared at the Mission 
rooms, where he was heartily welcomed by 
the teachers and scholars of the Sunday- 
school, many of whom kissed him affection- 
ately. His general health is good, but his 
spine is still quite weak, and it is feared that 
he will never again be able to walk without 
the aid of crutches. 
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Books. 


COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC: A Text-Book for 
Schools, Academies and Colleges. ByJohn S. Hart, 
LL.D., Principal of the New Jersey State Normal 
School, author of “In the School-Room,” &c., &¢. 
Philadelphia: Hidredge & Brother. This manual 
is without doubt the fullest and completest of its 
kind. now available. One is astonished at the va- 
riety and quantity of the material composing it. 
Especially rich is it in examples and illustrations 
of the principles stated, making it so exhaustively 
fulland clear as to leave almost nothing unclassi- 
fied or unnoticed that by any consideration of. the 
subject could claim a place in the treatise. The 
arrangement is thoroughly systematic and scien- 
tific, showing the marks of an old and experienced 
hand. And indeed the author’s long familiarity 
with such studies, his experience in the actual 
work of professional teaching, and in the prepara- 
tion of numerous text-books on both the art and 
science of language, have given him advantages 
which are conspicuously apparent in this new 
work before us. We cannot devote as much space 
as we could wish in order to give the reader a full 
idea of the scope of this book. Suffice it to say that 
it covers fully the whole ground of the art 
of expression by the pen upon the written 
page. The art of punctuation, to begin with, re- 
ceives particular attention, and further on we have 
the most careful, interesting, and adequate instruc- 
tion upon the art of construction of sentences, in 
prose composition, and still further the most com- 
plete and satisfactory chapters on versification, 
and poetry, with examples of different kinds of 
metre, analyses of poetical compositions, &c., that 
we have ever seen. But we have merely hinted at 
the contents. Weare p>rsuaded that not only the 
student in the school and the academy will find 
this work the most advanced and delightful asa 
text-book, but for the man seeking general culture, 
—the preacher, the writer, the publisher, the proof- 
reader, the editor,—for all who would attain toa 
good style, and acquire a practical knowledge of 
the art of English composition, it has no equal. 
The examples and illustrations are so numerous, 
fresh and pertinent, and enter so far into the prac- 
tical needs of all classes who use the pen, as to 
make a delightfully pleasant and instructive read- 
ing, as well as reference and text-book. We con- 
gratulate Mr. Hart upon his work. It is a model. 
We congratulate the publishers on their good for- 
tune in securing it,and on the uncommonly fit- 
tingand beautifulstylein which they have brought 
itout. Wecongratulate the general writing pub- 
lic in their possession of a treasure. We earnestly 
wish that the book may be the received text-book 
on Composition and Rhetoric in all the schools 
and educational institutions of the country. 


YOUTHFUL EXPLORERS IN BIBLE LANDS: A 
Faithful Account of the Scenery, Ruins, Produc- 
tions, Customs, Antiquities, and Traditions of 
Scriptural Countries, as Youthful Pens would de- 
scribe them. Vcl.1. Joppa and Jerusalem, Chi- 
cago: Robert Morris, LL.D., Seeretary for ‘The 
Scholars’ Holy Land Exploration” Society of the 
United States. This is a unique book, emanating 
from the remarkable and unique enterprise to 
which reference is made this week in our editorial 
columns. It is oneof aseries of six publications 
to be prepared on the same plan and in further- 
ance of the same most worthy undertaking. The 
book is constructed.on the plan of a pleasant fie- 
tion, Itismateupof the diaries of three youths, 
supposed to be aged respectively twelve, seven- 
teen and twenty years, the children. of a wealthy 
Bible-loving Christian in New York, who, as a re- 
ward for their interest and )vcoficiency in studies 
in Bible history, geography and customs, fulfills 
his promise that they should some day visit the 
Holy Land for themselves. In February of 1869 
they make the visit, accompanied by their Sab- 
bath-school superintendent. The children are all 
well educated, healthy, and observant, and have 
given such minute and graphic accounts of the 
places visited, as to make them seem wonderfully 
real and life-like. ‘‘he present volume traverses 
the ground of Joppa and Jerusalem. The whole 
Series of six volumes designs to give fresh and 
abounding information upon thescenery, ruins,&c., 








of Bible lands, and in a style adapted to all classes 
ofreaders. Maps and drawings contribute largely 
to the value of the work—which ought by all 
means to be at oyce secured for every Sabbath- 
school library in the land, It promises to be the 
most valuable, because the most minute in detail, 
the most graphic, and clearest, plainest and fresh- 
estof existing descriptions of Holy Land scenes 
and objects. 


PRENTICEANA; or, Wit and Humor in Para- 
graphs. By George D. Prentice. With a biogra- 
phical sketch of the author by G. W. Griffin. Phi- 
ladelphia: Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. There 
are many who will highly appreciate a book like 
this. The author was a natural humorist. His 
humor was of the subtle, quiet, mirth-provoking, 
rather than of the broad, drolland side-splitting 
kind. Yet it is very pervasive, and flowing al- 
most insensibly into the mind brought in contact 
with it, cheers, warms and pleases without exci- 
ting to coarse uproariousness. The author’s wit is 
often of the sprightliest and his satire of the keen- 
est. Especially keen were his brief paragraphs at- 
tacking his political enemies, and uncovering so- 
cial and political abuses, In polemics his pen was 
trenchantin the extreme; and by its astonishing 
facility and fecundity, as employed in the columns 
of the Louisville Journal, made for him a national 
reputation and his paper one of the most exten- 
sively circulated and influential in the country. 
In the collection of his sayings before us we find, 
of course, many witticisms belonging to the fleld 
of political partisanship, and relating to issues 
that are dead or of little present interest, but there 
are some even of these that deserve a permanent 
place in literature, It is too much to say that ina 
collection of thousands of brief, sententious say- 
ings, all are pointed and good. But we question 
whether as many really fine things of the kind 
could be gathered out of the original store of any 
humorist of the age. The book isa most interesting 
contribution to fragmentary literature, 

THE HARD-SCRABBLE of Elm Island. By Rev. 
Elijah Kellogg. Boston: Lee & Shepard. This is the 
last volume of the “ Elm Island Stories,’ and, like 
it predecessors, is replete with matters of practical 
and healthful interest for boys, taking them into 
out-of-door-life and industries, teaching thrift, 
management, mechanical contrivance, self-help, 
and many other lessons which make the founda- 
tion of practical and successful lives. Too great 
praise can hardly be awarded to the author for the 
manner in which his interesting and useful work 
is done. Confessedly a difficult task, he has yet 
drawn from a large practical experience and obser- 
vation a great store of facts and used them in such 
away that they convey their valuable information 
while they please and delight the young reader. 
There is a high moral tone in the stories, too, 
which gives them additignal right-of-way among 
juvenile readers. We regard the series (four of the 
six of which we have received) as healthiully sti- 
mulating for American boys, and to be highly 
commended, 

ONLY A GIRL; or, A Physician for the Soul. 
From the German of W. Von Hillern. Translated 
by Mrs. A. L. Wister. Philadelphia: J. B, Lippin- 
cott& Co. A German romance, occupied with a 
story of a woman’s struggles toassert her true self, 
and to develope her gifts and power in the midst of 
many and strong social oppositions. The physi- 
cian for her soul, that heals her*unrest, and meets 
the normal wants of her nature, is at last found to 
be true love, and the fulfillment of the duties and 
destinies of the married state. The book is exci- 
ting rather than healthful,andisin many respects 
morbidly unnatural and unsatisfying. 

LEssons oF LOVE. By Emma Marshall, Phila- 
delphia: J. P. Skelly & Co. An interesting story 
of home life, teaching several good lessons for 
youthful readers, among them, patience, conside- 
ration for the feelings of others, contentment with 
one’s lot, self-denial for others’ good, &c., &c. 

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BLACKBOARD. Devoted to 
Illustrative Teaching and Infant-class Instruction. 
September. Newark, N. J.: Samuel W. Clark, 
Editor and Publisher, This neat little bi-monthly 
journal is the only publication of its kind of which 
we have any knowledge. It gives excellent in- 
stguction and abundant illustration upon the 
whole matter of Sunday-school blackboarding. It 
contains also wise suggestions and directions on 





infant-class teaching and management. It is a 
great helper for all who believe in and practice the 
arts of illustration in their Sabbath-school work. 
$1 a year. 

LLoyD's GREAT WAR MAP oF EvROPE. New 
York: #. Lloyd, publisher, Box 4540 P.O. Thisisa 
timely production when all America is studying 
the map of Europe with more than every-day inte- 
rest. Besides being a topographical and railway 
map of the seat of war, it embraces all Europe, om 
a large scale, showing the relations of nations and 
countries in one, clear and satisfactory view. The 
map is a sheet, over 3 feet by 4in size, and is sent 
free by mail for 50 cents, unmounted, or mounted 
and varnished, $1.25. 

THE ALDINE PREsS. September. New York: 
Sutton, Bowne & Co. The September number has a 
beautiful study by Dore’, called “The Grasshopper 
and the Ant,” ‘‘ Deer and Fawns,” a splendid full- 
pige, and four other smaller specimens of the ar- 
tist’s and engraver’s skill. The Aldine is altogether 
handsome in its artistic, mechanical and literary 
features—a truly worthy representative of Ameri- 
can workmanship, $2 a year. $2.50 sent by mail, 
on rollers. 

THE ART REVIEW: An Exponent of Art for the 
People. September. Chicago: 2. H. Trafton. An 
able journal promising to be very useful as an art 
educator among the people. The September num- 
ber is accompanied with a beautiful steel plate of 
“Morning in the Valley,” after an original paint- 
ing in the possesssion of Hon. Schuyler Colfax. 


THe Norra BRITISH ReviEw. July. New 
York: Zhe Leonard Scott Publishing Company. 
Contents: 1. Assyrian Annals, B. C. 681-625; 2. Par- 
paglia’s Mission to Queen Elizabeth; 3. Ben Jon- 
son’s Quarrel with Shakespeare; 4. Dr. Newman’s 
Grammar of Assent; 5. Lothair; 6. Agriculture 
and Acrarian Laws in Prussia; 7. The Cisleithan 
Constitutional Crisis; 8. Contemporary Literature, 
$4 a year, 

THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE. Edited by Thomas 
Guthrie, D.D. The September number completes 
the sixth volume, and contains eleven fine engra- 
vings, with beautiful illuminated title-page and 
index of contents. It is difficult to characterize 
too highly the general suitableness and value of 
this magazine for Christian family reading. The 
American publishers, J. B. Lippincott & Co., Phila- 
delphia, deserve well at the hands of Christian 
readers for introducing sucha truly choice maga- 
zine among us. Yearly subscription $38.50. 

THE LADIES’ REPOSITORY. September. Cincin- 
nati: Hitchcock & Walden. This is an excellent 
magazine for the Christian home—beautiful and 
attractive at the same time that it is pure and ele- 
vating. $3.50 a year. 

THE HEARTH AND HoME. New York: Petten- 
gill, Bates & Co. This bright and beautiful weekly, 
is one of the best edited and managed that comes 
to our table. Its pictorial features are unusually 
fine, and its literary character of the highest. It 
is particularly designed for the farm, garden and 
fireside. $4a year. 

Goop WorDs, Edited by Norman Macleod, D, D., 
and GooD WORDS FOR THE YOUNG, Edited by 
George Macdonald, LL.D.,are two superior English 
magazines for general reading in the family, very 
beautifully illustrated, and marked in their ¢on- 
tents by a vigorous, healthy style, combining good 
instruction with lively entertainment. J. B. Lip- 
pincott & Co., Philadelphia, are the American pub- 
lishers. Yearly subscription $2.75 and $2.50 re- 
spectively. 

WHITNEY’'S MUSICAL GUEST. September. Toledo, 
Ohio: W. W. Whitney. An excellent musical 
monthly, in sheet-music’size, containing from 
nine to twelve pages of new music each month, 
besides interesting musical and other reading mat- 
ter. $layear. 

MerryY’s MusEuM. September. Boston: Ho- 
race B, Fuller. This is one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest, juvenile magazines in America; and al- 
though it has experienced several changes in edi- 
tors and publishers, is to-day as strong, vigorous, 
and sprightly as the newer magazines. Itis beau- 
tifully illustrated and attractively got up in every 
respect. $1.50 a year. 

THE WORKINGMAN.,. A good paper for the masses, 
finely illustrated and filled with entertaining and 
elevating reading matter. Published by 7. 8. Ar- 
thur £ Sons, Philadelphia, at 60 cents a year. 
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Adbertising Department. 


Under this head we classify the business notices 
witch follow. We aim to make this Department fresh 
and varied, and of interest to our readers every week. 
Rt te our purpose and determination not to admit into 
& anything of an objectionable character, under any 
otrownstances whatever. All advertisements to which 
no apecial address is appended, will be understood as 
those of our own house. In writing for any article 
mentioned, tt will be of advantage to give the page of 
the paper on which the advertisement appeared, 


J. ©. GARRIGUES & CO., 
PUBLISHERS AND BOOKSELLERS, 
Office 608 Arch Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








Only $25 per 100 Copies, board covers. 


THE GOLDEN PROMISE, 


A COLLECTION OF 
HYMNS and TUNES 
FOR SABBATH-SCHOOLS, 
By T. E. PERKINS, 


Author of ‘‘ Sabbath Carols,”’ ‘‘ Sunday-School Ban- 
ner,” ‘*Songs of Salvation,’ &c., &c. 


a@ Sample by mail on receipt of 30 cents. 





sania NOTICE. 


Sabbath- School Superintendents 


Clergymen, Superintendents, Teachers, Commit- 
tees and others, on application, will receive gratis, 


A DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 
oF 


Sabbath-School Books 
Containing a List of New and Select Books, 


Published within fifteen months previous to Janu- 
ary ist, 1870; also, a Catalogue comprising over 
—- -two hundred volumes of books which are ge- 
neral selected and admitted into Sabbath- 
School Libraries of all denominations. These Cata- 
logues, descriptive as far as possible, will be found 
of great assistance in making selections, and a va- 
luable medium of reference. 

A oo lete Assortment of Sabbath-School 

‘and Sabbath-School Requisites. 


Ail New Books received as soon as published. 
When entrusted with the selection of Libraries, 
care will be taken to select the best books, and any 
volumes that do not prove satisfactory, after exa- 
mination, may be exchanged. Lists priced, and 
information furnished promptly. Address, 


ALFRED MARTIEN, 


Wholesale Sabbath-School Bookseller, 
1214 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


BIBLES FOR SCHOLARS. 


A very neat edition of the Bible, bound in various 
styles, as enumerated below; making a beautiful 
present forscholars. The print is remarkably clear 
and distinct for a small book. 








mail, 
No. 1, Black leather, gilt edges, 50c; 62 
No. 2 Black leather, white clasp, 6c; 72 
No, &%& Black leather, gilt clasp, 65c; 77 


No. 18, Imitation Morocco, rims and clasp, $1.10; 1.22 


No. 24. Morocco, rims and clasp, 1,50; 1.62 
No. %. Turkey Morocco, rimsand clasp, _1.75; 1.87 
No. 28. Turkey Mor., fine, rims and clasp, 2.00; 2.12 
No. 86. Beautiful Morecco, gilt edges, 1.75; 1.87 


No, 87. Beautiful Mor., gilt edges and clasp, 2.50: 2.62 
No, %6. Black leather, 10 colored pictures, 1.35; 1.47 
Please order by No. When wanted in quantity, 
postage need not be included, as they will be sent 
Iaprese. 





SONGS OF GLADNESS 


FOR 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 


BY J. E. GOULD, 


Author of some of the finest collections of 
Chureh Music published. 





The favor with which this book has been received 
during the few months since its first publication, 
is satisfactory proof that its author has supplied a 
want that has long been felt for a superior book of 
Music and Hymns for Sunday-schools. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Contains 176 pages, with about 600 pieces, furnish- 
ing a variety of rich material, embracing some- 
thing appropriate to every season of interest in 
any school. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Has met with the most cordial approval, with 
scarcely a single exception, wherever submitted 
for examination, and is adopted as the standard in 
many schools. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Is suited to the use of all denominations of Chris- 
tians,as nothing has been introduced conflicting 
with the views held in common among the dif- 
ferent families of the church. 





SONCS OF CLADNESS 


Promises to be the leading Music-Book among 
schools where a taste for the purest and best is 
esteemed of vital importance, instead of the light 
and trifling which too often abounds, 





PRICES OF THE BOOK. 
Per 100 Copies. 


Beautifully boundin cloth, with gilt side stamp, $50 
Substantial, stiff pasteboard covers, $ > «=. $80 
Neat paper covers, : 2) t+ 2 + & 


° 


Sample (paper cover) for examination sent by 
mail on receipt of 25 cents. 


PIANOS, (435 Broome St., New York. ]ORGANS, 
Cc. M. TREMAINE & BRO., 
Manufacturers and Dealersin Piano Fortes. 


Wecan furnish new seven octave Pianos from 
$275 to $950; second-hand instruments, $30 to $250; 
new Cabinet Organs, from $45 to $1.00). We have 
the agency for the wonderful 


Burdett Combination Organ 


(with Carpenter and Burdett’s new improve 
ments), which we challenge the world to equal. 
The disagreeable, reedy tone entirely overcome in 
this instrument. Our new scale, medium-sized 7 
onere Piano-Fortes are now ready, at low 

ces for cash. Sold on installments, or rented. 
Price Lists sent to any address. 








opuinte for jn Seasons 
THE TEACHER’S CROWN, 


By JOHN 8S. HART. 


A beautiful tract for teachers, containing rich 
gems of thought, and pointing to the reward in 
store for earnest laborers in the Sabbath-school 
vineyard. Price 36centsadozen. Send two 8-cent 
stamps for a sample by mail. 





ee 


MARCY’S SCIOPTICON, 


FOR 


PICTORIAL REPRESENTATIONS. 





This new and ingenious instrument is the most 
admirable arrangement we have ever seen for im- 
pressing the mind with the truths of Sacred His- 
tory through pictorial representations of the event- 
ful scenes recorded in the Old and New Testament. 

The Sciopticon is wu greatly improved form of Magic 
Lantern, so constructed as to produce finer pictures 
than any other inexpensive instrument that has 
yet been invented. We have made a practical test 
of its superior qualities, and do not hesitate to pro- 
nounee it without an equal,as far asour know- 
ledge of such instruments extends, 

Superintendents and others who appreciate the 
importance of Visible Illustration for the purpose 
of imparting Scripture truth, will welcome this 
new appliance, and will be glad to employ a means 
of instructive entertainment so impressive to the 
young. 

The Sciopticon is admirably calculated, not oniy 
for Sunday-school, but for home entertainments, 
as it is so easily managed that any one can operate 
it, after a little practice, with charming effect. 

Circular, giving fuller description, will be sent 
on receipt of peas savas for eterna 





BELLEVUE INSTITUTE, 
FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Attleboro’, Bucks County, Pa. 


The next School Year commences September 5th. 
For Catalogues and particulars, address, 


W. T. SEAL, Principal. 


BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 








I.—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 
60 Cents Per Dozen, 
I1.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED, 
36 Cents Per Dosen, 
IIIL—THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 
36 Cents Per Dozen, 
IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE, 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
VI.—PRECIOUS JEWELS. 
24 Cents Per Dozen, 
VII.—_THE CHRISTIAN ARMOR. 
48 Cente Per Dozen. 
VIII.—MOUNT EBAL AND MOUNT GERIZIM. 
48 Cents Per Dozen, 
IX.—THE FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT. 
36 Cents Per Dozen, 
X.—THE LORD'S PRAYER. 
60 Cents Per Dezen. 
XI.—_THE COMMANDS OF OUR SAVIOUR, 
60 Cents Per Dozen. 
XII.—CHRISTIANA AND HER CHILDREN. 
96 Cents Per Dozen. 
XIII.—JESUS, THE ROSE OF SHARON. 
36 Cents Per Dozen. 


These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
caiculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
imparting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the thirteen sent to any one by 
mail on receipt of 55 cents. 


s@-EVERY SUBSCRIBER -on 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times shouid 
get one of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders. It will last from year to year. Price by 
mail, $1. 
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GOOD BIBLE MAPS. 
PALESTINE 


AND OTHER 


PARTS OF SYRIA. 
Size, 6 by 9 feet. Price, $15. 


This large and exceedingly valuable Map of the 
Holy Land, is the result of the united labors of Rev. 
Henry S. Osborn, LL. D., and Rev. Lyman Coleman. 
D.D. Ithas been constructed after the persona 
surveys of the authors, who have also availed them- 
selves of the opinions of Robinson, Thomson, Kie- 

art, Wetzstein, Van De Velde, Porter and others; 

ides embracing the information obtained by the 
recent British Admiralty Survey on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean. It has been emphatically 
pronounced the best Map of Palestine for Sunday- 
schools ever published in any age or country. 


JERUSALEM 
ADJACENT PLACES. 


Size, 5 by 8 feet. Price, $12. 


This is a beautiful Bird’s Eye View of Jerusalem, 
as it is supposed to have appeared in the time of ow 
Saviour. It embraces not only the city, but the 
towns, mountains and valleys in its vicinity. The 
prominent —— are delineated with great clear- 
ness, 80 that there is no vara vary in identifyin 
them. The Map is accompanied by a Manual an 
Key which will give to any one, however unfami- 
liar with the subject, sufficient information to ena- 
bls him to fully understand and explain the View. 


BIBLE LANDS, 


Illustrating Especially 


THE TRAVELS OF ST. PAUL. 
Size, 4 by 6 feet. Price, $7. 


A very convenient Map for all who are engaged 
in studying that portion of the Bible which em- 
braces the Life and Labors of the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles. His different voyages are distinctly 
marked by colored lines, so that they can be easily 
traced by any one engaged in the study of the nar- 
rative. The Map embraces that portion of the ter- 
ritory known as Asia Minor, and extends as fa2 
westward as Greece and Italy. 


JOURNEYINGS OF ISRAEL. 


MUSLIN—UNMOUNTED. 


Size, 4 by 5 feet. Price, $3. 


This Map has been prepared by Rev. J. P. Duron, 
D. D., from personal travels and observations in the 
lands of Egypt and Palestine, It embraces the ter- 
ritory from beyond the Nile River on the west, to 
twenty miles east of the Dead Sea, and covering 
more than 200 miles of extent from north to south. 

This Map will be sent by mail on receipt of price. 


RELIEF MAP OF PALESTINE, 


Rev. W. L. Gage, author of “Studies in Bible 
Lands,” has recently imported a beautiful little 
Map of Palestine in the time of the patriarchs, 
made of papier mache, so moulded as to show the 
elevations and depressions of the face of the coun- 
try. It is intended for a teacher’s use in his class, 
and will aid greatly in understanding the Scriptu- 
ral allusions to the mountains, hills and valleys of 
the Holy Land. Price $1, for which copies will be 
sent by mail. 














Sent Free to All on Receipt of Stamp, 


Specimen Pages of our New Sabbath-School 
SINGING BOOK, 


THE SILVER SONG. 


Now mene. Containing nearly One Hundred 
and Eighty Pages of Fresh New Music. Edited by 
W.A.O@GDEN. The author labored two years. in 
the preparation of this work, and has revised it 
three times before placing it in the handsof the 
publisher. 

Book will be ready September Ist, and orders 
will be filled in rotation at the following low prices: 


Paper Oovers. Board Covers. 
One Copy. Per 100. One Copy. Per 100. 
$0.30. $25.00. $0.35. $30.00. 
Bingle copies sent by mail, postage paid, upon 
reeeipt of oxion. Address W. W WHITNEY, 
TOLEDO, O. 





SCRIPTURE SCENES 


FOR THE 


abbath- }ychool. 


Exceedingly appropriate for Infant-Schools, 
beautiful for adorning the walis of the 
school-room, and very useful in giving 
Bible instruction. 


S1zE, 13 By 18 INCHES. $6 PER DozEN. 








1, Ananias and Sapphira. 
2. The Apostle Paul and Lydia. 
3. The Apostle Paul at Athens. 
4, The Bereans and the Scriptures. 
5. Children of Israel Gathering Manna. 
6. The Child Timothy and the Holy Scriptures. 
7. David Slaying the Lion. 
8. David’s Charge to Solomon. 
9. David the Young Shepherd. 
10. Eti and Samuel. 
ll. The Enemy Sowing Tares. 
12, The Good Samaritan. 
13. Jacob and the Coat of many Colors. 
14. Jacob Blessing the Sons of Joseph. 
15. Jacob’s Sons Returning from Egypt. 
16. The Little Captive Maid. 
17. The Man without the Wedding Garment. 
18. Mordecai Advanced to Honor. 
19. Moses Descending from Mount Sinai. 
20. Noah Leaving the Ark. 
21. Paul at Melita. 
22. Peter and John Healing the Lame Man. 
23. The Pharisee and Publican. 
2. The Prodiga’s Resolve. 
25. The Prodigal’s Return. 
26. The Shepherds of Bethlehem. 
27. The Sower. 
28. The Ten Virgins, 
29. Trial of Abraham’s Faith. 
30. The Widow’s Oil Multiplied. 





These illustrations of eventful Bible-Scenes are 
exquisite specimens of printing in colors. Sent by 
mail on receipt of price. Sample 50 cts. 


WEW MUSIC 
FOR SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 
Happy Voices, and Echo to Happy Voices, 


The two bound in onevolume, 60c. bds. 
quantity to Sabbath-schools, 50c. 


HAPPY VOICES. 


‘© In an experience of twenty-five years, 
Ihave never met with anything equal to it 
for use in Sabbath-Schools.”’ 

JOSEPH F. FOY, New York. 


ECHO TO HAPPY VOICES. 


A large majority of the Hymns and Tunes are 
new, and as a whole, are vastly superior to the con- 
tents of most of our recent collections of this cha- 
racter, which have been so severely and justly cri- 
ticised. The book will commend itself to the favor 
and patronage of the friends of Sabbath-schools.— 
N. Y. Hvangelist. 

The music is of a much higher order than is 
usually found in books of its class, yet attractive 
to old and young, and easily learned. The poetry 
will bear reading and is strictly spiritual. Jesus 
is td theme throughout the book.—Religious 
Hera 


aa The volumes separately $30 per 100. 





By the 





American Tract Society, 
1408 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 
H. N. THISSELL, District Secretary. 
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“Rev. Nifred Ty plor, EDITOR. 
The Great WEEKLY Paper for Sunday-School Teachers. 


$1.50 a Year! 
jsBeA 8 OF'TS 


A Help for Every Minister! 
A Help for Every Parent! 
A Help for Every Superintendent! 
A Help for Every Librarian! 
A Help for Every Teacher! 
A. Help for Every Musician! 
A Help for Every Large Scholar? 





Spirited Editorials. 
Diligent Eible Study. 
Sunday-School News. 
Sparkling Discussions. 
Animated Correspondence. 
A Beautiful Tune, each week. 
Handy Helps to the Lessons. 
Question Box and Answer. 
Reports of Conventions. 
Reports of Institutes. 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKMAN has been 
issued since January 1, 1870. In is published 
EVERY WEEK by THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
WORKMAN ASSOCIATION, which is composed 
of prominent Sunday-school men of New York and 
vicinity, with ample capital. Its success has been 
very great, and it aims at reaching ALL OUR 
TEACHERS, 


Send stamps for Sample Copies for all your friends. : 
Subscription, $1.50 a Year. 
20 Copies, to one address, 1.25 each. 
Ministers, for their own use, 1.00. 

je Always in Advance.-@y 
Office 71 BROADWAY, New York, - 


INFANT SCHOOLS. 


The Teacher’s Text-Books; 
KNOWN AS 


HOURS WITH THE YOUNGEST. 


In Two Volumes. 


BY MARY HARVEY GILL. 


Without question, these are the best books for the 
aid of the Infant-Class Teacher that have ever been 
published. They contain the result of years of ex- 
perience in the management of this important de- 
partment of the Sabbath-school work, and there is 
no one who has charge of a class of Little Ones but 
would be benefitted by the use of them, They are 
entitled; 


Vol. I, A Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 


Vol. IZ. A Second Year in the Infant-School. 
Price, $1.25; by Mail, $1.37. 











ELIGIOUS, TEMPERATE AND 
INDUSTRIOUS YOUNG MEN and 
WOMEN can earn $5.00 to $15.00 per day. 
No capital required. Address, 
J. H. HOUGHTON, 


Business Director, 
“RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK," 


708 Sansom St., Philadelphia, Pa.* 








é 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 











Now Ready. 
‘SThe New Prize Books. 


» BOTH SIDES of the STREET, 


MOTH AND RUST. 


These volumes are in response to the offer made 
in the autumn of 1869. Three hundred and thirteen 
volumes ifs manuscript were received, embracing 
eontributions from nearly every Statein the Union 
and from the Canadas. The two selected by the 
committee of award, as fully meeting the condi- 
tions of the offer, stand at the head of this adver- 
tisement, and will be found of such rare interest 
and excellence, as places them at the head of the 
juvenile religious literature of the age. Beautifully 
{llustrated, bound in gold and black. Price, $1.60 
each. Sent pre-paid by mail, Please send for full 
catalogue of new books. 


No. 9 Cornhiflé Boston. 





BLACKBOARDS. 
20: 
fhe Blackboard is now an important article of 
farniture in many of our best Sabbath-schools. We 
have added to our list of useful appliances, some of 
the neatest styles, manufactured in a substantial 


manner with the slated surface, of which we give 
the sizes and prices: 








2 by 8 feet on each side (12 sq. ft. of surface), $3.50 

2% by 3% feet on each side (17)48q. ft. of ons 
surface . * . z: * . - g 

3 by 4 feet os each side (24 sq. ft. of surface), $7.00 

81g by 4% feet on each side (31)4 sq. ft. of onde 
surface - - - / = = bd . 

4by 5 feet om each side (40 sq. ft. ofsurface), $12.00 


2. “BLACKBOARD SUPPORT. 


Hammond’s frame or support, intended for the 
_ackboards mentioned above, is so arranged as to 
(9° imit of the Board revolving so as to present either 

;: fe te the observer. Price $6. 


s BLACKBOARD EASEL. 


oS Kendall’s Easel is a triangular stand with a com- 


,~ound joint for supporting a Board while in use. 
Adapted to the size of ordinary Blackboards, and 
sold with or without them. Price $3. 


PORTABLE 


OBJECT-LESSON SLATE. 


This Slate is made so that the outline of the les- 
gon can be drawn before going to school, and the 
Slate then folded up and carried beneath the arm. 
The material of which it is composed is heavy book- 
binders’ board, carefully coated with Peirce’s Liquid 
Slating. 


. Morse 


PRICE OF THE SLATE: 
8 square feet of surface, - - - 7 $4.00 


CRAYONS FOR EITHER SLATES OR BLACKBOARDS. 


White Crayon Pencils, six in a box, 10 cents. 
Colored Crayons, assorted, six in a box, 10 cents, 
These Crayons sent by mail at 22 cents per box. 
Superintendents are invited to call and examine 
these goods, whether they desire to purchase or not, 








ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 





Charming Monthlies for the Little Folks: 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD’S PAPER, 
THE CHILD’S WORLD. 
Samples of one or more sent on receipt of a stamp 
for postage, and subscriptions received by the pub- 
Mshers of The Sunday-School Times. 








Graded Ouestion-Hooks. 





The following Graduated Text-Books are intend 
ed to be used by the. different classes in any Sab- 
bath-school. They have been carefully prepared, 
with a view of meeting the varied capacities of the 
different scholars; so that a uniform lesson may be 
used for the entire school: 


GREAT DUTIES 
TAUGHT IN THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Children. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD SERIES—For Adults. 


GREAT TRUTHS 
OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Juvenile Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Youth. 
THIRD SERIES—For Adults. 


HEROES OF THE BIBLE. 


FIRST SERIES—For Infant Classes. 
SECOND SERIES—For Children. 
THIRD SERIES—For Youth. 
FOURTH SERIES—For Adults. 


CHRIST'S SERMON ON THE MOUNT, 


Volume I.—For Little Children. 
Volume II.—For Youth. 
Volume III.—For Adults. 








Price, $15 per 100 Copies. 
By mail, $2.08 per Dozen Copies. 
Sample copy for examination, 19 cents. 


Nawe;orune U N-W RIT- 
TEN WORD wine. 


Shows us untold riches and beauties ln tue Great 
House, with its Blooming flowers, Singing birds, 
Waving palms, Rolling clouds, Beautiful bow, Sa- 
cred mountains, Delightful rivers, Mighty oceans, 
Thundering voices, Blazing heavens and vast uni- 
verse with countless beings in millions of worlds, 
and reads to us in each the Unwritten Word. Rose- 
tinted peper. ornate engravings and. superb bind- 
ing. Intelligent men and women wanted to intro- 
duce the work in every township and village. 
Light business. Good pay. Send for circular, de- 
scription, endorsements and terms to agents. 

ZEIGLER & McCURDY., 168. 6th St., Philad’a, Pa. 


PATENT 
Portable Book-Case. 


Convenient, Cheap, Ornamental. 














HIS ADMIRABLE INVENTION is just the 
thing for Clergymen, Students, Professional 
Men and others who have to move from place to 
place and carry their books with them. In size it 
is 4 feet wide and 7% feet high, surmounted by an 
ornamental scroll, and containing 8 shelves, capa- 
ble of holding 250 volumes of the ordinary size, 
The sides of the case are in two pieces, hinged to- 
gether so that they can be folded to be packed, 
They as well as the mouldings on the front of each 
shelf, are of black walnut, and when the case is 
taken apart on moving day, the shelves are so ar- 
ranged that they form boxes for packing the books, 
Price $18. 





THE PRIZE. 

By G. F. Root, 

THE PRIZE is 82 pages larger than the large 
Mr. Bradbury’s lateSunday-School Singing Boole, 
and is ful! of just such gems as “Come to the Sa- 
viour.” “All around are kind and loving,” “Imma- 
nuel’s Land,” “Behold, the Bridegroom Cometh,” 
“The Song of the Angel Reapers,” “Joy to the 
World,” *There’s a light in the valley.” “Whoso- 
ever will,’ “The Prodigal Son,” &¢c., which are al- 
ready immensely popular in the Sunday Schools of 
Chicago, In six weeks from the date of publication 

THE PRIZE has reached an issue ot 38, 
Copies. In the last two weeks of this time over 
20,000 copies have been sold. Price, 40c single: $4a 

dozen; $33 a hundred, ROOT & CADY, 

67 Washington Street, Chicago. 


GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 
AS 


REWARDS OF MERIT. 


These Medals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance for acertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 

The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bibie, encircled by this passage: 





“Search the Scriptures: for in them ye think ye 
have Eternal Life.” 


PRICES PER DOZEN: 
GILT, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLAIN, $3. 


4 Samples of either style sent post-paid for 6 
cents beyond the dozen rate price 


TWELVE YEARS WITH THE CHILDREN. 


By Rev. WM. WARREN, Dist. Sec. of Am. Board. 
Cloih, 16mo, 324 pp. Illust’d. Price $1.25, 2d Edition, 


The book is constructed upon four estive 
mottoes, under each of which the best traits of ju- 
venile character are brought out by a great variety 
of illustrations and anecdotes, This book contans 


many interesting and instructive stories, all of which 
are strictly true, 











THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Published Every Week, 
$1.60 A YEAR. 
Four months on trial, 50 cents. 


Where ten or more copies are subscribed for at 
one time, $1.25 per copy, 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and ortginad 
maiter in THE TIMES, if ts believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

We paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date ior which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub« 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 

Written receipts for renewals are not necessary, 
as due acknowledgment for remittances is made 
by the use of these figures, 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents ayear, which 
must be paid in advance at the post office where the 
subscriber resides, 

dn sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done, 

it letters relating to the business managenmieut 
of The Times, or containing remittances for suab- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications tor Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 


608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 
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